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Dr. Nikhilesh Dhar
Assistant Professor

Dept. of English

Onda Thana M ahavidyalaya

Bankura

Tagore's Poetry and Decolonization

ABSTARCT

An important aspect of Decolonization and the struggle against colonialism is the ‘claiming
back’ of their own history by the colonized from the negative version of it produced by the
colonizers. This results in the construction of a specific nationa culture and consciousness
without which no anti colonia resistance can succeed. Writers play a vital role in imagining
the nation, in forging a new consciousness to subvert the hegemony of the Eurocentric
culture. In many of Tagore’s poetical works through the reconstructions of episodes from
Indian epics, classical texts and the poems of Katha O Kahini there is an unmistakable
element of glorious past of Indiathat may be read as a subversion of the negative picture
created by the colonizers and a counter narrative to the colonia history. In poems like ‘The
Sunset of the Century’, ‘Africa’ Tagore’s role in the struggle for decolonization is aso

brought into focus.

Key words: Claming Back, Colonialism, Cultural Resistance, Deccolonization , National

Culture.

With the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalismin 1978, it has become an accepted fact in
literary criticism that no literary production of the nineteenth or early twentieth century can
be properly read outside the context of colonialism and the process of decolonization. Apart
from physical subjugation, colonialism entailed a planned psychological depreciation of the
colonized nations and races. Decolonization refers to the process of moving from a dependent
colonial situation to an independent one involving political, economic and culturd

transformation and as one of the component theories of Postcolonialism its ancestry.,can.ne, . owe
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traced back to Frantz Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth,(1961) and voicing what might be
called 'Cultural resistance to France's African empire. Fanon’s basic premise in the chapter
“On National Culture” is that because of colonialism and the cultural hegemony that goes
with colonialism, native intellectuals respond by rejecting Western culture and embracing
pre-colonial history by way of participating centraly in resisting colonialism and thus
constructing a cultural nationalism as a prerequisite to national liberation and as an aftermath
of decolonization. But for Fanon, it is important not only to recreate nationa identity and
consciousness in the process of decolonization but aso to go beyond and create a new social
consciousness at the moment of liberation. Accordingly, he thinks that “if the first step

towards a postcolonial perspective isto reclaim one's own past, then the second is to begin to

erode the colonialist ideology by which that past had been deval ued.”(Barry 193)

Aswriting is a cultural rather than a purely individual phenomenon, it is worth mentioning at
the outset that Rabindranath took his birth at a time when the whole country was reeling
under the pressure of colonial subjugation and it was at the onset of the Bengal Renaissance :
“that is not an important date of history, but it belongs to a great period of our history of
Bengal ... just about the time | was born the currents of three movements had met in the life
of our country”’(Dasgupta 2006:4) Accordingly, the emergence of Rabindranath Tagore
amidst such an evolving and transitional phase in the history of India is unique not only
because as a cultural nationalist he fought against the colonial power to rediscover his
country’s haloed glorious past in creative ways with a special emphasis on elements of
national myths and legends but also for he tried to assign a cultura identity to his own
motherland and thus making India a cultural construct rather than giving a mere political

identity to it.

From his very childhood Rabindranath was brought up in a family atmosphere which was
very much distinguished for its patriotic activities and nationalist fervor. Naturally, in 1875
an active member of ‘Sanjibani Sabha’?, Rabindranath read his first patriotic poem “Hindu
Melar Upahar” in the ninth meeting of Hindu Mela, an annual affair instituted with the
assistance of the poet’s house and “perhaps the first attempt of a reverential realization of
India as our motherland”(Ibid.:12)There after Rabindranath’s independent self responded
through a discordant note of protest to Sourindranath Tagore’s song ° at Queen Victoria’s
assumption of the title “Empress of India”: “Proclaiming the British victory/ If others sing,
we will not/ We will not sing joyous song/ Let us come together and chant otherwise”(British

bijay kariya ghosan /Ar ye gai gak, amra gaba na,/ Amra gaba na harasa gan,/ Esa go amra
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ye kajan achhi / Amra dhariba arek tan). At the same time, from the very prime of his life
Rabindranath perceived that for decolonization of a country the writers, artists, intellectuals
have a unique role to play in reconstructing its history by eulozising the glorious past of the
same, conceived as a unified whole that could bring about the idea of an integrated nation
during the pre-historic and ancient historical period. In this endeavour he was fortunate to
inherit a specia reverential bent of mind from his father and could learn the Vedic and
Upanisadic hymns, acquire knowledge of the Puranas and the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. It is no wonder, therefore, that Rabindranath did write in “The Religion of
Man”, “I followed the path of my Vedic ancestors”(Tagore qtd. in Das121) and that “ I am
not a parasite ... | am standing on the past of myself having roots extended within the inmost
layer of my mind” (Tagore 590.Vol. XIII) In fact, it was a mission of his life and through all
his creations Rabindranath never ceased to reclaim and rediscover an ideal Indian sub
continental past endowed with a particularly oriental cultura civilization which is to a great
extent different from that of the West.

With aview to doing this, many of his poems like “Ahalyar Prati”, “Urvashi”, “Swarga Hote
Biday” and “Bhasa O Chhanda” are written taking reference from the two great classics of
India. Indeed, by virtue of all these poems the poet madea mental voyage to the past of the
country and this ‘journey without maps’# can well be seen in relation to the poet’s sense of
cultural nationalism in along way. At the same time it is worth mentioning that it was during
this phase that the poet wrote long narrative or dramatic poems using sequences of the
Mahabharata — like “Karna Kunti Sambad”, “Narakbas”, “Biday-Abhisap” and “Gandharir
Abedan”. In “Biday-Abhisap” Tagore took a simple anecdote, a mythological one from the
Mahabharata and turned “it into a conflict of high psychological significance — between
devotion to knowledge (or duty) and claim of love”’(Kripalani 92),0r, in other words, between
Gods and Titans whereas Tagore gave a nhew dimension to the character Karna, a noble,
generous and kind hearted warrior in his “Karna Kunti Sambad” which is an encounter
between Karna and Kunti on the eve of the great fight between Arjun and Karna. In Tagore,
Karna has become a modern existential hero like Camus’s Sisyphus carried on with his noble
task even though he knew that it would fall in fiasco: “...I shall remain / among those who
failed, those whose life was/ fruitless”. (Tagore 583.Vol.V, trandated in Kabir 102)

That Rabindranath had a highly reverentia attitude towards the Indian traditional culture and
divine Buddhawho is considered to be savior of the world is beautifully revealed in a poem:

O Serene, O Free,
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in thine immeasurable mercy and goodness
wipe away all dark stains from the heart of this earth.
Thou giver of immortal gifts,
Give us the power of renunciation,
And claim from us our pride.
In the splendour of a new sunrise of wisdom
let the blind gain their sight
and let life come to the souls that are dead. (qtd. & translated in Kundu 213)

The poem illustrates Tagore's conceptualization of Buddha as the essence of serenity, purity,
freedom from everything that is gross or evil, an embodiment of infinite goodness and
compassion, an enlightening and sustaining light of wisdom and hope amidst the cruel
conflicts of the sordid everyday world around us and this is the way Buddha continued to stir

the poet's imaginations consistently through his long artistic career. ( Kundu 214)

It is interesting to note how by virtue of his poetry and poetics of decolonization
Rabindranath renewed his claims to a separate and distinctive cultural identity through a
complex interactive process of appropriation and contestation of orientalist perception of
'India. Naturaly, he delved deep into the pages of Indian history and began writing two
dozens of poems entitled Katha all of which deal with the same theme of the Indian heritage
of spiritualism and renunciation and moral value and seven other poems in the narrative style
under the title Kahini. Thus, many of the poemsin Katha like “Pujarini’’, “Samanya Khati”,
“Parisodh”, ‘“Nagarlakshmi”, “Abhisar”’, “Mulyaprapti”’, and “Shrestha Bhikhkha” are
written under the backdrop of Buddha legend and the palaces and bowers of Sravasti, the
shrine in the palace garden of king Bimbisar at the foot of the Gridhrakut hills, the capital of
old Varanasi on the river Baruna are re-created and beautified by the poet’s imagination here.
In postcolonial termsthisis actually a re-imagining or re-mapping of one’s national culture,
tradition and myth. By describing the distant geography and locale of his country,
Rabindranath only reaffirms his celebration of not only physical geography but culture as
well. In the volume Tagore also touched the Rgjput, Sikhs and Maratha's history and while
in the poem, “Pan Raksha” he shows the conflict of thoughts in Dumrg, a Rajput hero of
Ajmer fighting against the Marathas, the poems like “Bandibir”, “Mani” and “Nakalgarh”

remain an cultura attempt on the part of the poet to validate the valiant and noble endeavour
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of the Indian kings and their people. The stories are, therefore, in the words of Edward
Thompson “chiefly of Buddhist time, and the Sikh and Maratha efforts and the Rajput
struggle to keep independence, and must be regarded as a very effective part of his political
propaganda. Some are direct swinging poems, little more than vigorous patriotic pieces”.
(Thompson157) Through the articulation of these verses what Tagore actually hinted at is his
conscious engagement in the process of defining India as a nation on multifarious levels —
literary, cultural, socia and political and his conceptualization of it as an ‘imagined
community’ (Anderson 6), if weinterpret it in that way.

Asweal know, early Indian civilization started in the grace of the wood in forest hermitages
- the 'Ashram’ and the 'Tapovan'-amid sylvan surroundings in the heart of Nature. The
Tapovan was not merely a place of meditation and religious practices but aso a centre of
learning. Tagore, in his poem “Brahman” from the collection of poems entitled Katha has

depicted the life led by the preceptor and the pupilsin a Tapovan:

Having finished the evening bath.

All have taken their seats around the

Perceptor Gautam inside the cottage

And in the light of the sacrificial fire.

Great peace of contemplation isin the endless sky,
in the void and the stars have sat in rows,

like silent, curious disciples. (Tagore 618.Vol.1)

It is in reality just a poetic reflection of the continuation of Tagore’s close proximity and
reverence for Kalidasa as once again his effort for the revival and rediscovery of the glorious
cultural past of India are reflected through the poems like “Tapovan”, “Prachin Bharat” and
specially “Meghdoot”, a superb lyric based on Kalidasa’s original poem highlighting the
Indian value of tradition but enriched by Rabindranath’s own individual talent. It isin this
way, on 22 December,1901, when first formulating his ideas for a new Indian education,
Rabindranath established a school at Santiniketan as his response to constructive nationalism,
as an endeavour to take education into our own hands and make it as indigenous as possible
(Dasgupta 2006:136), he was actualy responding to the ‘cultural dislocation’(Dasgupta 2004:

17) of acolonized country through the revival of the ‘Tapovan’ culture of the oriental India.

But Rabindranath’s role in the struggle for decolonization means not merely rediscovering
the past glory of the colonised nation but no less important implication of this is that of
eroding the colonial ideology as it is preached and propagated with all thle<'ed 011S GFSOEESOFy an buvey
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the colonial rulers in order to keep the colonised people under their subjugation. To quote

Fanon:

Coloniaism is not satisfied merely with holding a people in its grip and
emptying the native’a brain of all form and content. By a kind of perverted
logic, it turns to the past of the oppressed people, and distorts, disfigures and
destroysit. (Fanon 169)

In the international scene of the period through which Rabindranath passed his adolescence
and days of early youth was, in one word, the hey-day of imperialism when the imperialist
nation of Europe was mad with their wars of aggression in the various fields of Asia and
Africa. Rabindranath with al his sensitiveness to all these barbarous acts of the imperialist
powers reacted spontaneously and opposed them vehemently. His whole life and literature
and other activities from the early days to the last, we may say, is devoted to nullify and
negate ‘the cultural estrangement’ of the colonial epoch and rebuild a new nationa culture
based on the traditional, moral and spiritual values of India which is in binary opposite
relation to the out and out materiaistic and commercial capitalist culture of the West.
Naturally, in the poems Rabindranath never ceased to direct his attacking outburst of
affliction and rage at the barbarous activities of the colonial power in the continents of Africa

and Asiaand in this way demolishing the colonialist ideology.

Tagore was truly involved in the struggle for decol onization because he loved his country and
did not want the British to rule it. But he was not a nationalist in the strict sense of the term
for he believed that nationalism was another name for appropriation, by brute force if
necessary, of the wealth, and raw materials of other countries, and that nationalism would
breed isolationism and violate the highest ideals of humanity. To Tagore, Nationalism and
Coloniaism in the stage of Imperialism are only two sides of the same coin. This anti-
nationalitarian sentiment — that nationalism is a source of war and carnage; death, destruction
and divisiveness, rather than international solidarity, that induces a larger and more expansive
vision of the world — is beautifully expressed in a poem entitled “The Sunset of the Century”
written in the last day of the nineteenth century. The immediate context of the poem was, of
course, ‘Laissez-faire’ policy and Kipling’s famous poem “The White Man’s Burden”
(1898).“In this poem, he depicts the political idea of the nation as a famished and ruthlessly
rapacious creature that in its omnivorous greed is bent on destroying the world.” (Quayum

153) In one of hismost caustic attacks on nationalism, he writes:

The last sun of the century sets amidst the blood-reqd clouds of the W&l sisne oy siay kant buvey
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and the whirlwind of hatred.
The naked passion of self-love of Nations, in its drunken delirium of

greed, is dancing to the clash of steel and the howling verses of
vengeance.
The hungry self of the Nation shall burst in aviolence of fury from its

Shameless feeling.

For it has made the world its food.
And licking it, crunching it and swallowing it in big morsels....

(Tagore 1976: 80)

Rabindranath’s interrogating colonialist ideologies is scathingly expressed on the death of

Bagha Jatin at an encounter with the British police force at Balasore in 1915. The emotional

and inspirational spectrum of the harsh reality inspired the poet to compose a poem namely

“Jharer Kheya”. “It is one of the most exquisite poems written by him and one with no

paralel in Bengali poetry in its anti-imperiaist fervor”.(Poddar 136) As an ‘anti-colonia and

anti-nationalist writer’ (Das 304) Rabindranath was always perturbed and anguished over the

international crisis relating to the imperialist aggression on the nations reeling under the

colonia hegemonic dominant rule of oppression. Thus in 1935 Mussolini’s invasion of

Abyssinia provoked him to a poem on Africa where in he said that Africa is that continent

which aone in the world had seen face to face the savagery of modern civilization of the

West:

With man-traps stole upon you those hunters
Whose fierceness was keener than the fangs of
Your wolves...
Y our forest trails became muddy with tears and blood,
While the nailed boots of the robbers
Left their indelible prints

Along the history of your indignity. (qtd. & trandlated in Kripalani 221)

Rabindranath’s efforts to reclaim, rename and reinhabit the land as part of the broader

struggle of decolonizing cultura resistance is clearly manifested through some
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patriotic lyrical poems which are practically used for making an active resistance to the
cultural dominance of the foreign rulers as well as to glorify his own motherland in the
freedom movement by the poet himself. At the same time it acted as a voca tonic to the
spirited young blood of the nations who dedicated their all to the freedom and welfare of the
country in a long way. These patriotic songs can therefore be interpreted from the
postcolonia perspective for its unique dual role: one for resistance to the alien power and
another for the glorification of the motherland. Some of the best known of these songs are:
“Sarthaka Janomo Amaar janmechi e deshe”, “Amar sonar bangle, ami tomay bhalobhasi”,
and “Bidhir bandhan katbe tumi eman saktiman”etc. Thus, Rabindranath has become the
native intellectual, who is directly involved in the people’s struggle against colonialism, and “
turns himself to be an awakener of the people”(Fanon 179) throwing himself body and soul
into the national struggle. Through al his life and writings Tagore wanted to make a journey
from cultural nationalism to cultural internationalism and from national aspiration of people
for liberation from the foreign domination to the establishment of an international order

through freedom of mind and spiritual sovereignty.

Digitally signed by Bijay Kant Dubey
DN: C=IN, O=Personal, T=0183, Phone=
cae

[N}
ed83e68af4b81f306c8a8d325015662f60cef254d66
090beb1ff17b8flc2bc, PostalCode=721201, S=West

Bengal, SERIALNUMBER=

6363c008d83988b43bf00e9b95c0e87a8effff99f38bad
9ff3b71a7e5ad49ad4, CN=Bijay Kant Dubey

Reason: your signing reason here
l l Location: your signing location here
Date: 2024.07.26 22:47:36+05'30"

Foxit PDF Editor Version: 13.1.0



[JELLH Volume 6, I ssue 10, October 2018 1050

NOTES

1. Cf. Selwyn Cudjoe in his Resistance and Caribbean Literature has linked ‘literature’
and ‘resistance’ in the following terms:
The story of Caribbean literature, as one tries to impose some order upon it, is
the struggle of man for freedom and dignity, with resistance to any form of
oppression that would deny him his right to be a person.
[Selwyn Cudjoe. Resistance and Caribbean Literature. (Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press,
1980),p.275]

2. It is a secret society modelled after Mazzini’s Carbonary with the objective of
political liberation of India.

3. ‘“Jai, jai, jai, rajarajeswarir jai! / Aji re Bangarajya atul anandamay!”
Cited in, Sil, Narasingha P, “Rabindranath Tagore’s Nationalist thought: A Retrospect” in
The Poet and His World: Critical Essays on Rabindranath Tagore, ed. Mahammad A
Quayum(New Delhi: Orient Blackswan Pvt Ltd,2011),p.168

4. Itisthetitle of atravel account (1936) by Graham Greene.
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Kautilya: War, Justice & Diplomacy

Submitted by Sri Biswendu Mondal,
Assistant Professor, Onda Thana Mahavidyalaya.

Kautilya was the minister in the kingdom of the Chandragupta Mauryan during
317 B.C to 293 B.C. He has one of the judicious ministers of the times. He has
explained his views on the war, justice and diplomacy very clearly in the

Arthasastra.

Kautilya’s work is initially a book of political realism where state is supreme king
shall carry out duties s advised in his book protect his state. Kautilya's work is so
deep rooted in practicality that he goes to explain the gory and cruel means a King
must adopt to be in power. This could have been one reason why Asoka, whom
Kautilya advised renounced violence and war thus taking the path of Dharma or

Morals.

I shall primarily focus on Kautilya’s view on war, justice and diplomacy in this
paper.
War

Kautilya was a proponent of a welfare state but definitely encouraged war for
preserving the power of the state. He thought that the right to power and happiness
in kingdom enhances a king should always strive to increase his power. He further
believed that it was the duty of king to attain material gain, spiritual well-being and
happiness. In this he has clearly become a realist and a believer in principle of
responsibility. Kautilya thinks that for a King to attain these three goals must
create wealth, have armies and should conquer the kingdoms and enlarge the size

of his state.
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Isopanisad : In the View of Anirviana
(srimad anirvanavanmayc isSopanisat)
Biswendu Mondal

Assistant Professor, Onda Thana Mchavidvalava,

[sopanisad is in verse form, short in length, having only ciphteen mantras
1 the Kanva branch. But even in these few mantras we have realized an
all comprehensive vital and harmonious vision and philosophy of the life
divine. 1t deals with the transformation ol greed. desire, polluted, black
and evil deeds into strong, white. pure and good deeds. [ts Ultimate result
s in the complete Universal Consciousness. The central idea of Anirvana’s
[sopanisad is revolved Upanisadic Purusa. No mention ol the word
‘Brahma’ in his Isopanisad but mostly found in other Upanitsads. 1 its
place we find the non-relative absolute term “Jur and relative positive
lerms like *Isa’ and *Purusa’. We (ind also the use ol the word “Atman’.
[t is also worth noting that the highest Divinity appears here as “Adityd
or the Sun. In the first portion ol the Upanisad there is the synthesis of
deeds and knowledge, and at the end we have the outpouring of humble
devotion. Thus we see the great synthesis off Works, Knowledge and
Devotion (Karma, Jnana and Bhakti) as in the Bhagavad Gita revealed
by Lord Krisna. While explaining on the Isopanisad, the great Acharya
Sankaracharya has followed the text of the Kanva Branch ol Sukla
Yavurveda.

Isopanisad was compiled during the last stage of the Syl Yavurveda.
By that time, after many controversics, attacks and counter-attacks, the
Vedic Ideas had taken a definite form. There is no doubt, it is quite
evident. in this Upanisad there is a bold effort to reconcile and harmonize
elementary opposites; Lo synthesize many opposites and contradictory
ideas coming down from long ages past. . B grec i

The first reconciliation of oppositions IS hclwcﬁ I-I%’M |K§ntd
Renunciation, between Pravrilli and Nivritti, 'This nppnﬂt“bﬁ‘y gm;jy“g:dgg‘c
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The Portraitsof Women in Keats’s early poems
Dr. Nikhilesh Dhar*

The short span of Keats's life seems to have offered little scope for makingA cquaintances with
quiteA few women outside his family circle,And his |etters bear out the truth of suchA limited range of
his experience with women. From his biography it may be seen that the number of women in Keats's
circle is less than the number of portraits of women created by him in his works. Many of his long
lettersAre completely void of womanly context. But in his poems women characters predominate, And
in only one of his poetic romance i.e. * Endymion” we comeAcross more thanA dozen women
characters, namely, Leda, Niobe, Peona, Dian, Latono, Proserpine, Cressid, Juliet, Hereat,Ariadne,
Cynthia, Queen Venus, Mother CybeleArethusaAnd some other unnamed women personalities.
Indeed, it may be said that Keats has composedAlmost no poem of importance withoutA feminine
figure being presented somewhere inAt least one of the lines. Even in his 'Ode toAutumn' there is the
implicit comparison of the season withA woman. ThereAre in this way cases of A disparity in Keats's
lifeAnd poetry — the life he livedAsA young man was much more prosaic than the life he created in
the world of his poetry. The essentially romantic temperament of the poet mayAlso be discovered from
theAbove observations regarding the role of women in his careerAnd poetry. That Keats Was notA
womaniser like Byron in hislifeis, of course, A known fact to us. ButAt the same time this shows that
the world of his poetry isAlways filled with the ethereal presence, sweet fragrance of A large number of
womanly shapes from goddesses to nymphsAnd from little girls to old women.

The poems of the early phase (written in the years 1816And 1817) except ‘Endymion’Are generally
short in nature, but in eachAnd every poem we find women charactersAppearing in various
roles.Among these characters someAre Keats's own creations;Again, figures like Venus, Diana or Dido
have stepped into his world from Mythology. The long descriptive poem ‘I stood tip-toe uponA little
hill’(completed December 1816) was ““ suggested to Keats byA delightful summer — day,As he stood
beside the gate that leads from the Battery on Hamstead Heath intoA field by Caen Wood”.! InA dream -
like state the poet visualizes the maidenAs the soft rustle of her dress fansAway the dandelion’s down.
The innocent maid is half-smilingAnd she softly treads on his dreams. The poet is deeply moved by the
simplicity of this girlAnd wants to touch her wrist for one moment. Here Keats does not glorify women,
rather he portrays this sectionAsA counterpart to menAnd thus he writes :

Y oung Men,And maidensAt each other gaz'd
With hands held back,And motionless,Amazed
To see the brightness in each other's eyes;

(‘I stood tip — toe...’, 231-233)?

Both menAnd womenAre enjoying the grace of love here.

In the poem 'Calidore' (February, March 1816) young Calidore isAwakened from his
state of reverieAndAbsorption by the sound of A trumpet. He gets intoA castle where he meets
two damsels whom he warmly kisses. Calidore image shows KeatssAttitude towardsA life of
heroicActionAnd chivalric sentiment. Really he isAbsorbed inA world of romantic imaginationAnd
thusAll ladies whom he creates or meets in his poetic world become idealized beings of An imaginary
world. The epithets he uses for his ladiesAre 'smiling’, 'lovely', 'sweet-lipped’; it seems that in
Keats's world-Asis evident in the poems of his early phase- women were ethereal figures untouched by
the hard redlity. It is worth mentioning here that in his early childhood he identified beauty with divinity-
When | wasA Schoolboy | thoughtA fair - womanA pure Goddess, my mind wasA soft nest in which
some one of them slept though she knew it not- | have no right to expect more than their reality.
| thought them ethereal Above Men 3
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Those thoughts reflect his fanciful idea thatA beautiful woman isA pure goddess. Thus, like
their creator who roamsAbout inA world of ‘The songs of Innocence', Keats’s women in his early
poetryAre the typifications of the pre - lapserian Eve of Milton who is to be tempted by Satan. The
poems ‘To Some Ladies’ (summer 1815)And 'On ReceivingA Curious Shell’(Summer 1815) continue
the tradition of the eighteenth century sentimental poetry in both styleAnd substance.AnnAnd Caroline
Mathew sent KeatsA dome- shaped shell from Hastings. The poet renders imaginatively the light,
mazy footsteps of the girls on the mountainsAnd on the sea-shore :

And now!Ah, | seeit- you just nowAre stooping
To pick up the keep-sake intended for me.( ‘To Some Ladies’, 15 - 16)

The 'keep-sake' or the shell bears the mark of disinterested friendship,And of the beauty of
nature,And it becomes for himA cherished symbol,A source of rare happiness. It may beAssumed from
the tonal response of these poems that Keats has not yet suffered for the sake of women; rather he has
seen themAs the source of loveAnd pleasure. The sonnet ‘To [GeorgianaAugusta Wylie,Afterwards
Mrs. George Keats] (14 February, 1816) was written by KeatsAt the request of his brother George, And
sentAsA vaentine to GeorgianaAugusta Wylie. The 'thou' of this poem (possibly Mary Frogley) is
imagined in three diverse roles -A goddess (the tenth Muse, ‘twin sister of Thalia), the Maiden Knight
of Chastity (the reference is to Book |l of the Faerie Queen in which Britomart rescuesAmoret from
the Enchanter Busirane who held her in his castle underA spell),AndAn enchantress who will never-

...spill/ Blood of those whose eyes can kill.  In the first part of the poem Keats describes her physical
beauty -- her lovely countenance, humid eyesAnd- Of thy dark hair that extends/ Into many graceful
bends °

Traditionally, womenAre representedAs the repository of lovelinessAnd sweetness. KeatsAlso
follows the beaten trackAnd portrays the women folkAs the embodiment ofAll fairness. From the
second part of this poem we get hints of Keats's love for ChivalricAction.

The poem beginning with "Woman ! When | behold thee flippant, vain,' (March 1816) expresses two
contrastive pictures of women folk -- on the one hand, theyAre flippant, vain, inconstant, childish,
proudAnd full of fanciesAnd on the other, theyAre meek, kindAnd soft. KeatsAdores the second type
of ladies -A symbol of shelter which he longs for. The details - light feet, dark violet eyes, parted hair,
white neck, creamy breast suggestAn unearthly creature who remains dormant in KeatsAnd who casts
her shadow in every womanly shape Keats creates. He cherishes thisAngelic visionAnd honestly
records the helplessness of the viewer under the spell of irresistible beauty : Who can €'er forget so
fairA being ? (‘Woman ! When I...vain’, 29)

He himselfAnswers : ...In truth there is no freeing/ One's thoughts from suchA beauty;
(‘Woman !... Vain’,36 -37) The poet confesses that worship of beauty is his passionAs wellAs
obsession.

Another sonnet written in December 1816 ‘To G.A. W.' presents Georgiana who inspires
Keats’s deepestAffectionAnd respect. In 1816 Georgiana was onlyA girl of fourteen,And the
sonnetAddressed to her brings out her youthful charmAnd grace. Here Georgiana is first seenAsA
nymph. The young girl with her supreme lovelinessAnd grace seems to meditate between the two
spheres, the humanAnd the divine.

Keats began his Endymion on 18April, 1817. Later on he had writtenAbout the story of this
famous poem to his sister Fanny on 10 September, 1817- Many yearsAgo there wasA young handsome
Shepherd who fled his flocks onA Mountain's Side called Latmus — he wasA very contemplative sort
of A PersonAnd lived solitaryAmong the treesAnd plains little thinking - that suchA beautiful
CreatureAs the Moon was growing mad in Love with him - However so it was ;And when he
wasAsleep on the Grass, she used to come down from heavenAndAdmire him excessively fromA long

Digitally signed by Bijay Kant Dubey
DN: C=IN, O=Personal, T=0183, Phone=

[N} -
caed83e68af4b81f306c8a8d325015662f60cef254d66
090beb1ff17b8flc2bc, PostalCode=721201, S=West
Bengal, SERIALNUMBER=

6363c008d83988b43bf00e9b95c0e87a8effff99f38basd
9ff3b71a7e5ad49ad4, CN=Bijay Kant Dubey

Reason: your signing reason here
l l Location: your signing location here
Date: 2024.07.26 22:47:36+05'30"

Foxit PDF Editor Version: 13.1.0



171 The Portraits of Women in Keats’s early poems

time ;AndAt last could not refrain from carrying himAway in herArms to the top of that high Mountain
Latmus while he wasA dreaming ...° The poem consists of four BooksAnd each Book contains
nearAbout 1000 lines. Briefly, this poem isAbout love in which the hero Endymion, bewitched by the
Vision ofAn exquisite dream - maiden, languishes in unrequited loveAnd through various experiences
in course of his wanderings, learns that the goddess of his dream is really Cynthia. His quest is
fulfilledAnd he is finally united with his be- loved moon — goddess. The moon - Endymion's beloved
—Appears in three forms —As Cynthia(the perfect embodiment of sensuous beauty), the Indian Maiden
(representative of the realities of the earth)and the moon (symbolic of the 'Mystery' of the world). These
three shapesAre the representations of beauty. There isA unity between Nature, HumanityAnd the
Higher Spiritual EssenceAndAll theseAre one.

In book 1 Endymion becomes desolateAlthough he has obtained glimpses of the beautyAnd
has even enjoyedA sensuous contact with that ideal form of beauty. Endymion describes loveAs the
‘orbed drop of light’And expresses his conviction that his immortal longingsAlone would release his
mind from the gnawing thoughts of selfAnd lead him to the path of salvation. Book 11 opens with the
glorification of love. In his pursuit of the spirit of ideal beauty Endymion has been journeying in
uncertain ways, through wilderness,And woodsAnd mossed oaks, counting his woe-worn minutes. He
istornAnd shatteredAnd he can no longer put up with his melancholic situation. He expresses his desire
to snatch his sweet-heart from the heaven. ButAt the same time he isAware of his limitations. So he
wants to have her in his dream. His wish is fulfilledAnd in his dream he meets his ever — cherished
dream-girl. They make love, long time they lay fondlingAnd kissing. Endymion wants to know the real
identity of his beloved. He is fully engrossed in her beauty:

Those lips, O dlippery blisses, twinkle eyes,
(‘Endymion’, Book.11,758)
The fair maid reciprocates to his love, but she cannot uplift him to the starry heights. She loves
Endymion withAll her life-
I love thee ,youth, more than | can conceive;
And so longAbsence from thee doth bereave
My soul ofAny rest............... (‘Endymion’, Book. 11,774-776)

Keats masterly portrays the love betweenA mortal AndAn immortal. Both of themAre love-
sick. The Moon-Goddess goesAway from EndymionAnd heAgain becomes sad. He meditates over his
fair-maidAnd urges her not to beAfraid.

In book 111 Endymion’s environment changes from the subterranean to the subaqueous. The
book narrates how with the help of Endymion Glaucus is released from the Circe’s spellAnd
reanimated ScyllaAnd other lovers drownedAt sea. This general resurrection is celebrated byA
‘glorious revelry’ At Neptune’s palace. EndymionAlone is without his partnerAt this festival, but his
‘inward senses’ receiveAn ethereal message from his elusive love:

Dearest Endymion | my entire love!

How have 1 dwelt in fear of fate : 'tis done—

Immortal bliss for me too hast thou won.

Arise them I ............... (‘Endymion’, Book.III,1022-1024)

Endymion feels inspiredAnd happy.

In book 1V Endymion has discovered the Indian maidAnd fallen in love with her. His love is
irresistible. But heistorn by the thought of treachery to the Moon-Goddess. Endymion enjoys moments
with the Indian lady. He suffersA bewildering tensionAnd perplexity.At one point he loses both
earthlyAnd heavenly mistresses, when on earth the maiden with whom Endymion vows to live happily
refuses him. Endymion undergoesA stupefied penance in the ‘Cave of Quietude’.At the end of his
trials, the Indian Maid is transformed into his ethereal mistress, the Goddess of the Moon. Ultimatel
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Endymion, effectively spiritualized byAll his sufferings, is permitted to join her, leaving his sister
Peonain the gloomy wood to ponder on these events.

Here PeonaAs the sister of Endymion seems to be the portrait of Keats’s sister Fanny Keats.
Peona is Endymion’s confidence. Keats may have derived her name from Paeon, physician to the
Gods(Homer’s Tliad,V401-2,899-901).To Endymion Peona is likeA good spirit ministering in the
depths of night toA troubled sleeperAnd changing the course of his dreams. In Keats’s personal life, he
was muchAttached to his sister FannyAnd Keats used to write every detail of hislife to her. Fanny was
likeA friendAnd guide to her elder brother Keats. In this poem Peona serves the same role ofA
friendAnd guide to Endymion. We find that Endymion’s human passion for the Indian MaidAnd the
imaginative longing for the Moon-GoddessAre into fearful conflict. Finally, Keats resolves the conflict
by transforming the human into the immortal mistress.

It is interesting to point out that Keats's conception of the hero's dream- vision was perhaps,
most strongly influenced by the recollections of Shelley's ‘Alastor’ (1816) to which his own poem
reads in certain respectsAsA reply. In this contextA. C Bradley comments- The hero, before the coming
of the vision, has of course, A poetic soul, but he is not self-secluded, or inactive, or fragile, or
philosophic;And his pursuit of the goddess leads not to extinction but to immortal union with her. It
does lead, however, toAdventures of which the idea evidently is that the poetic soul can only reach
complete union with the ideal (which union is immortality) by wandering inA world which seems to
deprive him of it; by trying to mitigate the woes of others instead of seeking the ideal for himself;And
by giving himself up to love for what seems to beA mere woman, but is found to be the goddess
herself. It seemsAlmost beyond that the story of CynthiaAnd Endymion would not have taken this
shape but for ‘Alastor’.” Two Romantic poets ShelleyAnd Keats deal with the common theme in two
different ways. Shelley’s ‘Alastor’ or ‘The Spirit of Solitude’ deals with loveAsAlmostA narcissistic
pursuit which ends in the illusion of fulfillment. The poet — pilgrim could have his ecstatic
communion either in dream or in his trance — like state of death :

........ A vision on his sleep

There came,A dream of hopes that never yet,

Had flushed his cheek. He dreamedA veiled maid
Sat near him, talking in low solemn tones

Her voice was like the voice of his own soul
Heard in the calm of thought,®

But in Endymion Keats shows his maturity of understanding the dialectics of
poeticAspirationAnd the incompatibilities of life. That is why in Keats's vision the Indian Maid serves
to reconcile, inA way, the paradoxesAnd contradictions of AchievementAndAspiration.
KeatsAlsoAppreciates the power of calmAcceptance of truthAnd mutabilityAnd it is evident in the
final transformation of the Indian Maid into the Moon - Goddess.

REFERENCES :-

1. Bhabatosh Chatterjee, John Keats: His MindAndArt (Bombay:Orient Longman, 1971),p.224
2. www.bartleby.com » Verse » John Keats > Poetical Works ( Website Version)
All subsequent references mentioned otherwise of the textsAre from this website version, from which only line numbers of
the concerned poem will be given heresfter.
H.E.Rollins(ed), The Letters of John Keats 1814-1821,Vol.1(Cambridge: CUP,1958),p.341
The Works of John Keats, (Hardfordshire: Wordsworth Poetry Library, Cumberland House,1994),pp.67-68.
Ibid.13-14
H.E.Rollins(ed), The Letters of John Keats 1814-1821,Vol.1(Cambridge: CUP,1958),p.154
A.C. Bradley, Oxford Lectures On Poetry (New Delhi:Atlantic Publishers & Distributors,1999),p.241
P.H Butter(ed), Shelley:Alastor, Prometheus Unbound,AdonaisAnd Other Poems ( London & Glasgow: Collins
Publishers,1970),pp.149-154

© No AW

SORXR

Digitally signed by Bijay Kant Dubey
DN: C=IN, O=Personal, T=0183, Phone=

[N} -
caed83e68af4b81f306c8a8d325015662f60cef254d66
090beb1ff17b8flc2bc, PostalCode=721201, S=West
Bengal, SERIALNUMBER=

6363c008d83988b43bf00e9b95c0e87a8effff99f38basd
9ff3b71a7e5ad49ad4, CN=Bijay Kant Dubey

Reason: your signing reason here
l l Location: your signing location here
Date: 2024.07.26 22:47:36+05'30"

Foxit PDF Editor Version: 13.1.0


http://www.bartleby.com/verse/
http://www.bartleby.com/people/Keats-Jo.html
http://www.bartleby.com/126/

ee

120R Impact Factor : 3.015 ISSN : 2395 - 5104

WShabdarnav

International Peer Reviewed Referred Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
Year 7 Vol. 14, Part-1IV July-December, 2021

Scientific Research
Educational Research
Technological Research
Literary Research
Behavioral Research

e

. Edltomn Chief: “"ﬁlﬁ{ S

DR’ RAMKESHWAR TIWARI

-

'- Executlve Edltors |
DR! KUMAR‘I\{RITUNJAY RAKESH
MRARAGHWENDRAYPANDE Yan

Publlshed by
- BSAMNVAY/FOUNDATION
Mujaffarpur, Bihar,

ocation: yq
Date: 2024,



The Value of the Five Precepts of Buddhism in Communication 380-38>
Phung Minh The

Theravada Bikkhu's Rules 383-38¢
Revata

An Inter-district Analysis of Climate Risk in

Agricultural sector in Bihar 387-39)

Reecha Kumari

Teacher Training Programmes are Necessary for

Better Future of Schools in India 391-392
Sazda Khatoon & Dr. Jarrar Ahmad

Tragedy in Sanskrit Drama: A tiny touch of Urubhanga and

Madhyamavyayoga 393-396
Sangeeta Karmakar

A Study of Eye-Gesture According to Abhinayadarpana and its

Comparison with that of Natyasastra 397-405
Sankar Karan

Effect of Religiosity on Life Satisfaction of Females

-410
- itally sign dbyBij D
Tabbsum Parvin & Dr. Ram Dhyan Rai B | J ay K an togogggl?&,;ﬁl?g; F;g:;;zggzzggg%% s
ES pio nage: In the View Df Kaut.ilya 23639: éo?sﬁgsléls'gtﬂgfgg 9b95c0e87a8efff99f38bad

gftab7iazesaddsads,
) seas_ a 1 5
Srl B fswen du Mondal D u b ey Doiauzozyzt 07,28 22-%?%)%%‘

Foxit PDF Editor V¢



Shabdarnay tdn International Peer Reviewed Referced Kesearch Journal] ISSN - 2395-5104
a7 A 14, I 4, oleld - [RuEe, 2021 | 1IZOR Impact Factor : 3.015

Espionage: In the view of Kautilya
Sri BiswenduMondal*
_.#l—'—l_ — S ————

Raufilya was a wise leader whose only concern was for the prosperity of his country
and its people. The King and other authoritics were meant to labour for the benefit of the
common man, who served as his rod.

I'he King's pleasure and his welfare are rooted in the wellbeing of his people. He
must regard as useful o him whatever pleases his people rather than merely valuing that
which pleases him,

The king's concern for the general populace is only reasonable given that it is their
lepal tight. In fact, the King, who was the state's only and absolute ruler, owed his entire
cxistence (o the concentrated efforts of the populace as a whole. Because it is said that the
common man produced the monarch, Kautilya contends that the king's entire survival relies
on the prosperity and happiness of his people.

"m;'ltsy:myﬁ_vﬁhhihhﬁlﬁhpmjﬁmunumvaivasvataqﬂﬁjﬁnﬁmcakrirc.
Dhyanyasadbhigampanyada Sabl lﬁ{;amhiramymucz‘ssyabhégadhe yamprakal pamasuh.tenabhrtar
ajanahprajinam yogaksemavahd.”

The people appointed Manu, the son of Vivasvat, their king after becoming
convinced that larger fish would always cat smaller ones according to the rule of the fishes.

They divided his part into six grains, ten goods, and six dollars. Kings provide the security
and well-being of their people as a result. King's sins are taken on by subjects who do not pay
penalties or taxes, and vice versa for monarchs who do not ensure the people’ safety and well-
being. Thus, the power of the governed depends on their right to vote.

Kautilya believed that the State served as the king's tool for serving his people. In
order for the ordinary man to advance, the state must uphold Order, which 1s founded on
fuimess and social helpfulness. Even those without family had to be kept alive by the state
through necessity.' The state must also take care of minors, the elderly, and the p{:u::.r.4 It was
obvious that the lofty idea of a nwelfare-state” was developing and would persist.

Kautilya declared the highest significance of reasonable and orderly acquisition,

maintenance, and augmentation of the study of philosophy, the three Vedas, and economics
ndaniti, the science of politics,

for the benefit of the subjects in this ultimate responsibility. Da
is what governs it.“:Eankt_;ikitrayivﬁrl;]nﬁn_xyogakwmasﬁdhanodandah, tasyanitirdndanitih,
.||;11>dh;sl-.'1hh;‘irth;]luhdlmp;u'irak;aa:_ﬁraksimvivardhani ca.”’In an effort to keep everything in
order. the King is revered with simply the Rod. “yathirhadandah pﬂjyate"“

Kautilya, who had remarkable wisdom and insight, could see that the material well-
being of the subjects is a crucial need for politics, a nation's ability to wield power, and the
diate surroundings. He thus believes that wealth, or the soil
(hat humans occupy, is the source of men's ability to survive. Politics is the science that
provides the methods for obtaining and preserving that planet. “manugyanamvrttirarthah,
mallusyalvulibhﬁmirilyurl]}al_l. Tasyﬁl,lprlhivyﬂlﬁbhapﬁlanopﬁya}; éﬁstranmrthaéﬁstranﬂti.?

This is the idea of a welfare stale, which assumes the maintenance of law and order as
well as enough administrative infrastructure. Despite general advancement, society might
rapidly descend into chaos if the law were (o be suspended, the economy was corrupted, or
political strife was sparked. The rule of the fishes, according to w.hich the strong cat th: w_*cak,
would  apply. "aprunnastudm;.dal,lmﬁtsyunyﬁyamudbhﬁvayan. Baliyanabalamhigrasate

dandadharabhabe.”

An efficient way to control such chaos was 3 well-planned espionage apparafus.
Kautilya believed that a ruler should use spies to keep a close check on his
subjects.’carenacakgulibhavet rajargih’.” The spies, who were given money and honour by the

maintenance of peace in its imme

monarch, were to verity the honesty ‘]’of tae Brféy pF{pg.n

e ere W00 N e ATy
Py lluscurlhu:nnnubhya:111‘ujlmra_]opujmnambmgam janiyuh.

" aistant Professor, Onda Thana Mahavidyalaya D U bey
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The Giant Shadow of Modernity :
Volatile Urban Dreams and the Village in
Bibhutibhusan’s Adarsha Hindu Hotel

Sourav Nag

Abstract : The cardinal focus of the article is to read
Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay’s novel Adarsha Hindu Hotel (1940) in
the light of modernism and to investigate into the emergence of
capitalist urban spaces in India. Besides, the article reads further into
the distant utopian dreams associated with migration to the urbanized
cities from rurality. The footfall of modernist culture in the early 20th
century Europe witnessed an unprecedented rise in rapid urbanization
and the proliferation of capitalist, consumerist societies. The shadow of
modernism soon infected colonial Bengal and the economy of India
underwent immense transformation. In Bibhutibhushan’s novel, the
transformation has been depicted through the vicissitudes of Hajari
Thakur and Bechu Chakraborty. The novel also addresses the politics of
urbanization in the 20th century India. Ranaghat and Bombay represent
the rural and the urban spaces respectively. Hajari Thakur’s migration
to Bombay is symbolic of the rapid urban transformation of India.

Keywords : Modernity, Space, Urbanity, Migration, Colonial

Bengal.

The cardinal focus of the article is to read Bibhutibhushan
Bandopadhyay’s novel Adarsha Hindu Hotel (1940) in the light of
modernism and to investigate into the emergence of c.apltahst grban
spaces in the colonial India. Besides, the article readsllnto 1?11_3 distant
utopian dreams associated with migration to the urbanized cities from
rurality. The footfall of modernist culture in }hc carly" Zth century
Europe witnessed an unprecedenled rise in ramd_ urbamzau‘on} and th-.:.
proliferation of capitalist, consumerist societies. The shadow d(')
modernism soon infected colonial India and tbe econc‘vmy of India
underwent immense transformation. In Bibhull!}hgshans\noye}l{.‘ It’hf.:
transformation has been depicted through the vicissitudes Ot[' .d._!d[‘;‘
Thakur and Bechu Chakraborty. The novel also addresses the politics ©
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Sourav Nag

vo

urbanization in the mid-20th century in India. In the novel, Ranaghg
and Bombay represent the rural and the urban spaces respectively,

With the emergence of modernism, the c:ty. became a site of
simulated reality where life is stuck to the neon Ilghts and billboards
and shopping malls and the ‘bazaar.” The encroaching urbanity beggy
dominating the villages and the mafassals.Peter Brooker in Moderniry
and Metropolis (2014) traces the relation between modernity and the
city in the following terms: “‘Modernity’” we might suppose serves a
a generic description of the social, economic and political developments
structuring the development of twentieth century urban life” (Brooker,
02). The English word ‘city’ is derived from Latin civis (meaning
citizen) and civitas (meaning citizenry and citizenship).' City as a center
for the growth and nurture of human civilization and coherence can be
dated back to Aleppo in Syria, Beirut in Lebanon, Jericho in West
Bank, Byblos in Lebanon, Plovdiv in Bulgaria, Sidon in Lebanon,
Faiyum in Egypt, or Argos in Greece to cite a few. Aleppo dates to
around 3000 B.C. Beirut was a city having 5000 years of civilization.
The biblical account of the Fall of Adam and Eve marks the first
settlement in the Judeo-Christian culture. Interestingly, the saga of the
city is not only old but also complex. The birth and the death of a cify
are overgrown with narratives of human struggle, dreams, and despair.
Mumford, cited by Harding, reads the cities as the sites of diversity,
plurality, order, and cohesion (Harding, 05). According to Han:'.lin_g.
cities always possess ‘an antagonistic sense of duality,” be 1t in
‘Juvenal’s Satires or Augustine’s “City of God™ (Harding, 6).

Since Bandopadhyay’s novel is set in colonial India, a reading of the
emergence of colonial urbanity of India is necessary. The urban space

is a capitalist locus; the understanding of capitalism leads inevitably 1@
the city (Soja, 115). Urbanisation is ‘a revealing social hiemgw
through which to unravel the dynamics of post-war cap“.am
development’ (Soja 94). Upstone comments; “Despite veriog}
representations of the horrors of the industrialised city, the city h” ’:
been at the same time a space of projection: of personal desires &
communal hopes’ (Upstone, 85). In other terms, the city manufactur® ;
utopian spaces. Be it Augustine’s City of Gold (426), or Thomas M%C
Utopia (1516) the utopia is always situated in the eity. The !
processes involve dreaming of spaces that are denied in “‘w
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The Giant Shadow of Modernity : Volatile Urban Dreams... w3

_lonial discourse of spaces follows a similar pattern. As in the colonial
rse space 18 represented as something absolute and natural for

storalisation, “go the city-utopia is often the focus for similar
.' yentﬂi“gs' In both cases these ideals are in stark contrast to lived

ceality” (Upstone 86). The imperial desire to transfer the capitalist
1o the colonies resulted in the colonial city spaces. According to
Anthony King “Colonial cities were important sites in the transfer of
modern capitalist culture to new worlds” (Jacobs 20). The production of
hrough colonial ‘govcrnmentai]ity‘(Foucau]l) produces

the urban space tl
lized and commercialized centers and these centers of

different industria
wer operate within a utopian grid. Hence, the postcolonial critique of

the urban space as the legitimized locus of power politics and cultural
hegemony, 1S essentially grounded on dystopian discourse. The colonial
gepresentation of city as an appropriated space of civilizing
entrepreneurship is undercut with ‘strong awareness of urban space’s

wer inequalities preventing ideals from being realised’ (Upstone 93).
Incidentally, the term ‘Utopia,’ a neologism, was introduced by Thomas
More in 1516 in his text Utopia (1516). More names the unknown
island described by the Portuguese sailor Raphael Hythloday as utopia.
Interestingly, More used the word ‘Nusquama’ to name the island before
he neologized the term ‘utopia.’ ‘Nusquam’ is the Latin word for
‘nowhere’, ‘in no place’, ‘on no occasion’ (Vieira 6). More used two
Greek words ouk (meaning ‘not’) reduced to ‘v’ and topos (meaning
‘place’). He added a suffix—ia which indicates ‘a place’ (Vieira7).
Evidently, the etymological meaning of the term ‘utopia’ is ‘no place’
or ‘non-place.” Again ‘Utopia’ is also called ‘Eutopia’ (meaning an ideal
place) by More in his work as its inhabitants and the laws are

wonderful. ‘Eutopia’ is a derivational neologism of ‘Utopia.” The root

word utopia has been used extensively in word formation such as in
‘euchronia,” ‘heterotopia,’

‘eutopia,’ ‘dystopia,’ ‘anti- utopia,"alotopia,‘ _
‘ecotopia’ and ‘hyperutopia’ and so on. In the Western imagination, the

concept of utopia hinges On the two characteristics :
I. It is an imagined society and is in opposition to the present

ideological frameworks prevalent in real society. :
2. It implies a desire for a better life and is a result of the discontent
with the present society that one lives in. Undoubtedly, the second

assumption resonates with a Napoleonic dream for a fabled future that
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actually does not arrive of a Beckettian waiting for a Godot.y
world that is denied only at the end. In the Western thought utopig ;
mostly associated with the city (Nag, 2021). -

Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay was one of the most prolific
Bengali writers of the 20th century. Born in Ghatshila, Bibhutibhusham'5
novels are largely based on rural Bengal of the early 20th century
especially on Bongaon, then a village in the North 24 Parganas distn'c;
in West Bengal. His novels such as Pather Panchali, Adarsha Hindy,
Hotel, Ichamati and Bipiner Sansarare some of Bandyopadhyay’s best
novels. Adarsha Hindu Hotel, besides Bipiner Sansar is one of the very
few fictional works of Bandyopadhyay in which creative vision of the
writer moved away from nature and the exquisite beauty and socio-
economic structures of rural Bengal. In the novel, Bandyopadhyay
focuses on the developing colonial India. What is most evident in his
novel is realistic depiction of the rural spaces of Bengal and the
vicissitudes of its people. The primary impetus responsible for such a
change was the expansion of the railways and the need to develop the
colonial cities into commercial centers for trade and commerce. In the
first railway budget presented in 1924, electric locomotives were
introduced and that revolutionized speed in the history of the Indian
railways. With the emergence of modernism in the 20th century, the city
became the centre for modernity with its high-rise buildings, industrial
sectors, and dominant trade centers. Apart from its architectural
development, city became the very space for social interactions.
transculturation, and opportunities. The birth of the ‘public sphere’
started to attract thousands of wage earners to mi grate form the villages
to the cities.

Bandyopadhyay's novel depicts the success story of Hajari Thakur,
a middle-aged Bengali Brahmin who worked for Bechu Chakraborty in
his hotel as a cook. From the beginning, Bandyopadhyay has portrayed
him as reserved, benign but silently ambitious. His skill in cooking 1§
admired widely by the visiting customers to the hotel: “Hajari Thakur
is a middle-aged man between forty-five, forty-six, lean, emaciated al_l‘d
dark complexion. Anybody can say he was a gentleman™ (05). Hajart S
reserved and gentle nature made him vulnerable to the acidic ve
chastisement of Bechu Chakraborty and his maid Padma. Padma steals
catables from the hotel though she accuses Hajari of negligence

Antarmukh : Vol.-11 Issue-1 July-September, 2021
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The Giant Shadow of Modernity : Volatile Urban Dreams... wo

insincerity. She is also jealous of his unparalleled skill in cooking. But
_ padma’s harsh words cannot dissuade him from dreaming. He dreams
of opening a hotel himself: “He has learned hotelkeeping and he will
open & hotel. The billboard outside his hotel will announce:

The Hindu Hotel of Hajari Chakraborty

Ranaghat

Good Food and Lodging at Cheap price.

You are Welcome!!! (Bandyopadhyay, 07) |

He occasionally visits the nearby temple of Radhaballav and "
worships Him so that his wishes may be fulfilled.

Finally, he gets two hundred rupees as loan from Kusum and Atasi
and starts his own hotel. Very soon, Hajari's hotel becomes the most
popular hotel of the area. The hotels of Bechu Chakraborty and Jadu
Chakraborty get almost shut down. Hajari’s progress skyrockets as he
signs a tender to manage a government-run hotel on the railway
platform. At the end of the novel, Hajari g€ls a contract to manage a big
hotel in Bombay and leaves Ranaghat. Before leaving he appoints
Bechu Chakraborty and Jadu Chakraborty as managers to run his hotel
and also offers a job to Padma.

In the novel, Hajari Thakur’s displacement from Ranaghat to
Bombay has been depicted as his professional prosperity. Bombay in
the novel is undoubtedly the site of fulfillment, success and fecundity.
Contrary to the small hotel in Ranaghat, Bombay, in Hajari's dream,
stands as the locus of opportunities. In this context, I am reminded of
the following passage from Thiong'o Petals of Blood:

Our young men and women have left us. The glittering metal has
called them. They go, and the young women only return now and then
10 deposit the newborn with their grandmothers already agent with
Scratching this earth for a morsel of life. They say: there in the city

is room for only one our employers they don’t want babies about
the tiny rooms in tiny yards (Thiong'o, 09).

Bombay in Bandopadhyay’s novel, as already mentioned, represents
®lonial urbanity—the locus of collective dreams, a space of
OPPortunity and the undisputed destination of thousands of Indians. The
All-Ing; Census reports of 1872 and 1881were important documents
for Converting social data into statistical records. In the first decades of

century, Kolkata, Bombay and Madras grew rapidly into
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es became the commercial ang
i colonial economy. The inceptigp,

unprecedented changes in the
of the railways in 1853 sp.ez:rg:’;?:‘ed,rhc l;ities became the cotsiill
overall make up of o faCtl.;l:Ed goods such as textile materials
wrade and commerce. The “;:-l:lain and the raw materials were exported
were imptl!ﬂﬂit;;“?h:;::;iﬁonat towns were replaced by the new cities,
:Q:‘wca?lcoﬂ::ies; were also built. Bombay was originally seven (I;llm
Later the islands were fused into One bid ‘city €0 ace O
growing population. In the mid twentieth gcntulry, B_on?bay was
developed further with expanded railways and high-rise buildings. As a
result, hundreds of poor from many villages qnd towns (?f lfdlftn mlgrmgd
to Bombay in search of work and opportunity. Singh in | MlngOﬂ in
Mumbai: Trends in Fifty Years” points out that the contribution to the
city was recorded as high of 400 per cent during 1921-31 (2007).
Bombay grew as the capitalist centre of colonial India because of the
migrating population from the other parts of India.

In the present novel, the shadow of change touched the old town
(Mafassal) Ranaghat. Hajari got the opportunity to expand his hotel
business and serve the railway passengers from the platform itself:

The new Hindu hotel was opened at the platform. It was a modem
hotel with marble table, chair, electric lighting, fan, clean and hygienic.
Hajani’s name as the proprietor written on a board baffled many of the
customers,
do:n ?:S“Ei:::’l‘:;“ that Bechfl Chakraborty’s hotel would be closed

Ing in the railway bazaar (Bandyopadhyay, 108).

The vicissitudes of Hajari - \
7 Jan and Bechu ! id
transformation of the colonia) allegorise the rap

modernity in India—the rapid decline of

the old lowns and the giant shadows of sprawling urban spaces
Slm;u;:mng the railways,

at is interesting is (ha the '

novel ends with Hajari leaving

W";&‘:‘;"g t:hc reader never comes to know Jhow far his

ldl M"‘m“ = lncmioi Cgmmgr(ilal centre of India. In this context,

e’ tempied I:Sh‘.h”.i short story “The Free Radio” in

and became a film star (hege. 1am [mgrated to Bombay during the 808

. n his ™" :
Success story in related i Magic realx?mm Sent to the narrator Ramani's

o These three citi
centres and the hubs 0

Stterms and again the can
Antarmukh ; Vol-11 [gsye. mgijsay |
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The Giant Shadow of Modernity : Volatile Urban Dreams... we l

know whether he really became a star or not. In Bandyopadhyay's
too, Hajari’s future is masked in mystery and depends on the
~ shorizon of expectations’ (Hans Robert Jauss) of the readers. Evidently,
Bandyopadhyay glorifies Bombay probably because Hajari’s success
can only be justified if he migrates beyond Ranaghat to some bigger
and commercially better place. Bombay in the novel represents the
collective dreams of Indian rurality—a utopia where everyone wants to

go but can not reach.
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Wesleyan Journal of

: ta Devi's Bayen
itching the Voodoo: Mahaswe - y
2 and the Voice of the Margin

Sourav Kumar Nag

Even in the 215t century, in many parts of the world old women,
ar of being labelled as witches and killed if any
calamitous incident follows. The most recent statistical report of the
Government of India shows that 119 people were killed in 2012 for th_e‘ir
alleged involvement in witchery. A report published in the Scientific
Americans revealed that 2,500 indians have been ostracised, tortured and
killed in such hunts between 2000 and 2016, according to India's National
Crime Records Bureau. The actual numbers of the victims are higher than
the reported ones. My paper probesinto the grim politics of witch hunting in
India with special reference to Mahasweta Devi's Bayen. In her play Bayen,
Mahasweta Devi dramatizes the marginalization of a helpless mother,
namely, Chandidasi as a 'Bayen,' a colloquial term for ‘witch’, and her final
restoration to society. Chandi was ghettoized as a Pariah. She was forced to
live alone till her son Bhagirath restored her to her former socio-cultural
space. My paper deals with the heterotopic spaces of the tabooed voodooist
culture and probes deep into the politics involved in witch hunt in India.
Besides, it deals with the humanist aspects of Mahasweta Devi's play that
~ celebrates the triumph of humanity at the end.

Abstract :
mostly widows, live in fe

£ |

ords : Voodoo, Witchery, Patriarchy, Bayen

'..this is certain, that such deform'd Devil-like Creatures, most of
those we call Hags and Witches, are in their Shapes and Aspects, and that T
they give out their Sentences and frightful Messages with an Air of Revenge
pr some Injury receiv'd; for Witches are fam'd chiefly for doing Mischief*
198).

Daniel Defoe, The Political History of the Devil (1726) y
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Sourav Kumar Nog

‘Like Jane, Maggie has the option of angelic innocence, which leads
to death, or “witchlike" self-preservation, which leads to social rejection
(125)."

Elaine Showalter, A Literature of Their Own (1977)

Once upon a time there was a king who had married seven
queens. The youngest queen gave birth to seven sons and a daughter.
The childless elder queens grew jealous and killed the babies, buried
them in a garbage heap. They kept some puppies and kittens instead.
The foolish king banished the youngest queen fearing her to be a witch.
Butlo! Seven champak trees and one Parul trees grew out of the garbage
heap where the babies were buried. When the jealous queens tried to
pluck the flowers from the trees, the flowers moved away. The flowers
demanded that the banished queen be brought back. When the
banished queen plucked the flowers, a boy emerged from each Champak
and a girl from the Parul flower. They were reunited happily.

This outline from Dakshniaranjan's satchel of fairy tales
Thakurmar Jhuli culminates in the happy dissolution of allegations of
sorcery against the youngest queen of the unwise and credulous king.
The tale allegorizes the centuries of political discourse of stereotyping
woman either as a goddess or a witch. The tales of old women burned
alive on the charge of practicing witchcraft still steal the headlines even
in the so-called civilized society of the 21%¢ century. In The Changing
Status of Women in West Bengal, 1970-2000 : The Challenge Ahead
(2005) the editors Jasodhara Bagchi and Sarmishta Dutta Gupta focused
on the grim scenario of Bengal. They report that between 1951 and
1979, 96 witch-killing took place in Malda alone. Witch hunt killed a
total of 21 in between the years 1996 and 1999 in the many districts
of West Bengal such as Burdwan, Jalpaiguri, Purulia, Darjeeling and
Bankura. An old woman was killed in Bankura in 1999, and six were

mln Purulia on the charge of practicing sorcery. In 1999 hunh

\aman only and five in Uttar Dinajpur were killed for the
On (Bagchi and Dutta 140-1). In 2012 another tragic i
2d. In the early hours of October 17, in the states F

(93)

Digitally signed by
DN: C=IN, O=Pers
caed83e68af4b81f
090beb1ff17b8f1c:
'Bengal, SERIALNL
6363c008d83988b
9ff3b71a7e5ad49a
Reason: your signi
Location: your sign
Date: 2024.07.26 -
Foxit PDF Editor V



B 0000000 S

Q Wesleyan Journal of Research, Vol. 14 (June, 2021)

——

Midnapur district three women were convicted for allegedly practicing
witchcraft by a kangaroo court held by the villagers. Paschim Banga
Vigyan Mancha, one of the largest science organizations declared that
they would make it a convention to campaign against such superstitions
of witch hunting involving jcgme of the tribal people.
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The marginalization of women as witch, wicca, pori, dayini etc.
is found all over the world.The 'witch' and the 'goddess' are the two
interpellated identities that denote the extremes of good and evil in
women. Being a witch is to be powerful and free from the socio-cultural
restrains. Heidi Breuer in Crafting the Witch: Gendering Magic in
Medieval and Early Modern England (2009) shared her own experience
of how the mere Halloween costumes roused her desires to play the
bad witch. What she asserted is that witchery is a social label of power
and freedom and the label of evil witch is better than the good one
since it can easily defy the social, cultural and religious norms:

In my childhood game-playing, | accessed magic through
the world of the literary, the imaginary. My appropriation
of a magical identity was dependent upon the social
representation of a particular figure, the witch. When |
identified myself as a magic-user, playing myself in world
transformed by imagination, | wanted to be "good,” t©
remain within acceptable social standards even as '
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fantasized about having power over them. But when | wore
the costume, transforming myself into an alternate
persona, | wanted to be "bad," to play the role of the
deviant, the acknowledged villain, to flout the Christian
morality | grew up with in a safe social space (Breuer 07).

In India 'daayan’ or 'daayini' is used to denote a female
supernatural being. Originally these two terms referred to a female
devotee (Dakini) of goddess Kali. Dakini appeared in various Hindi
legends and myths such as in Bhagavata Purana, Brahma Purana,
Markandeya Purana and Kathasaritsagara by Somadeva. It is curious
that the label Daayan came to be applied to the women only. The
supernatural was quite naturalized in a patriarchal context. In Harangul,
Maharashtra, a secret society called 'dayaan' came into existence in
the fifteenth century. In many parts of India, it is believed that the
women who die during childbirth become 'dayaan.' Witch hunt is the
outcome of deep-rooted misogyny, patriarchal exploitation and
illiteracy. Women are often accused of sorcery and held responsible for

agricultural failure, deaths or outbreak of diseases.

Mahasweta Devi's miniature play Bayen focuses on the plight of
Chandidasi who has been condemned to leave society for allegedly
practicing witchcraft. Devi dramatizes the sufferings of Chandidasi who
isghettoized in a male dominated society and her happy restoration by
her son Bhagirath. But before we delve deep into the play, let us move
back into the past to discover the genealogies of the so-called witches.

Witcheraft known as the craft of the wise originated in the West
long before Christianity. It is from the fifth to the seventh centuries
that witchcraft was heavily condemned as a diabolical act probably for
its perceived threats against the Christianity. To the pagans the witches
were wise women who were supposed to work with herbs and other
aromatic substances for treating diseases, cast spell and applied elixir
tochange appearance. One notable example is Circe in Homer's Odyssey.
Circe turned many of Odysseus' crew into swine and it was only after
the intervention of the god Hermes that Circe's magical spell was broken

09 Bija
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(Odyssey, X. 242- 307). Witchcraft as a negative art was dE|lberate|v
fabricated during the Renaissance in Britain. Many painters apnq
engravers made hideous and seductive portraitsand engravings of the
witches. Engravers like Albrecht Direr, a German artist crafted engravings
and portraits of the witches as harmful women engaged in diabolical
acts. In Diirer's painting The Four Witches (1497) four naked young
women are standing in a circle. Interestingly they look more like
seductresses than sorceress.

Besides the familiar portrayal of the witches as young
nymphomaniac women, there exists another group, the old witch. Old
gaunt women were portrayed to represent the witches. The images of
old ugly looking women with a curved nose and cone shaped caps on
their heads are sundry in the European literature. In the European
fantasy witches are represented as wicked women flying on the
broomsticks, winged monkeys or chasing Tin Woddman of Oz, or as
Muriel of "Hansel and Gretel" getting ready for eating the candy
fattened children or as the Wicked Witch of the West ruling malevolently
the kingdom of the Winkie Country. In Macbeth, the witches are cailed
the 'weird sisters' because they are supposed to be the emissaries of
fate. The construction of the witches in the play as in-between creatures-
neither as male or female is a manifestation of the Jacobean fantasy
that the witches inhabit the threshold- the liminal (Turner) space that
is neither here nor there:

So withered and so wild in their attire,

That look not like th' inhabitants o'th' earth,

And yet are on't? - Live you, or are you aught
That man may question? (Shakespeare 1.3.38-41).

The expression 'man may question' is interesting. Dld
Shakespeare mean male or any human being by the ambiguous
'man?" Is the identity of the witches beyond the humtﬂ
comprehensibility or is it a patriarchal interpellation? '

The witch archetype abounds in myths, fairy tales, M
literature, movies, video games and other forms of art all over tn& W&

(96)
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A few naughty and yet generous witches may be mentioned such as
the good White Witch in The Chronicles of Narnio (2008), the witches
of Hogwart School in the Harry Porter Series (2001-2011) orthe good
witchwho helped the Princess Merida in Brave (2012). Apart from these
benevolent, generous witches, there are sundry bad women who are
not so kind such as the Wicked Witch of the West who brought
poisonous apples for Snow White, Hecate and the Weird Sisters in Greek
Mythology, Baba Yaga in the Russian folktales as identified by Viadimir
Prop, Brujo in the Phillipines, and Okabe in Japan. Witchcraft was born
within the human civilization itself. The fear of the unknown forced
man to worship nature. Originally the so-called witches were
worshippers of nature. They framed an alternative creed that glorified
nature as the primary force and not deified human beings unlike the
so-called institutionalized religions.

Evidently, the stereotyping of women as witches is not
confined to a particular piace or cuiture. In aimost every culture the
witch exists as an archetypal conception of the evil and power. Perhaps,
itistime to focus on the ‘witch archetype' in orderto go to the roots of
the menace of the witch hunting and find an effective solution.
Etymologically the word witch is derived from Old English 'wicce"
meaning female magician. ‘Wicce' may have a connection with the
Gothic ‘weihs' meaning *holy.' Duri ng the reign of King Alfred witchcraft
*eferred to woman's craft and those women were not allowed to live
Smong the West Saxons. Originally, the term 'witch' did not bear
fi€gative connotations. Witch was a sort of tarpaulin term referring to
_ » Midwives, astrologers and spirit healers. The Pagan
Nm with the Catholic nomenclatures in the Medieval
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which more than twenty people, mostly women were convicted of
practicing witcheraft and executed by hanging. lpsita Roy Chakraverti,
a Kolkata based Wiccan contends that witchcraft denotes the
empowerment of the women. In India the primitive witches known as
‘dakini’ had a reputation similar to that of ‘yogini'. In India there are

sundry Yogini temples.

Let me consider Mahasweta Devi's Bayen, a play that deals with
the stereotyping of an old woman as a Bayen and her rehabilitation.
Devi's Bayen was staged in 1976-77 for the first time. The play
dramatizes the sufferings of Chandidasi who represents thousands of
village women who fell scapegoat to patriarchal vendetta. She was
condemned as a Bayen - an extraordinary witch who brought about
the death of young children by exorcising evil. She was also condemned
guilty of breast feeding dead children. She was exiled from her home
and was made to breathe by some railway track. The villagers believed
that a Bayen caninflict evil and disturb the course of fate by only looking
at others. Hence a canister was tied to her with string so that her
presence might be heard easily. The play opens with Chandidasi entering
the stage against the background music of a lullaby:

She looks despondent, at the end of her tether, dragging
her reluctant feet like some condemned ghost debarred
entry into human society. She draws in with her a string
with canister tied to its end rattling and clanging along the
floor. (75)

The villagers leave a small hamper of food every Saturday near
her door step. They believe that a Bayen must not eat much.
Chandidasi's husband believes it all and prevents Chandidasi from
meeting her only son. Bhagirath, Chandidasi's son is ignorant of the |
fact that Bayen is a real woman and his mother. Malinder revealed
later in the play that the bayen was his mother- a real woman. Bhagirath
ignored the imaginary threats and visited his mother. It was Bhagirath
who proved that Chandidasi was just a common woman, a mother like
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any other mother and she was not a Bayen. The play ends with the
happy rehabilitation of Chandidasi. The play teaches us two important
things - first, if the death of a so-called witch is deadly, then people are
afraid of killing her, and secondly, all men are not patriarchs.

Interestingly, Mahasweta Devi's play binds the grim story of
Chandidasi with a happy note as she isrehabilitated at the end. Let me
call this process 'de-witching.'Now itistime to de-witch the so-called
markers of injustice and exploitation. Witch hunt in not a well
individualized superstition isolated from the panopticon of patriarchy.
Itisargued thatthe patriarchal world seems to have always been afraid
of this classic archetype of feminine power. But the fact is that the
witch archetype is one of the oldest archetypes of human civilization.
Synonyms for 'witch' include derogatory terms. Words we associate
with the witch include sorceress, enchantress, vixen, gypsy, and hellcat.
Besides, in the European imagination young women as witches have
always been a popular representation. The young witch is first and
foremost a sensual, sexual creature, her power ce ntered directly in her
femininity. She is beautiful, self-assured and powerful. She knows how
to "bewitch” and seduce men. Evidently, strategies involved in the
blame game closely resemble the designs of the capitalist exploitation.
In many metaphorical ways witch hunt surfaces in the present
postmodern society. It is a game of power in which the weak is
stereotyped by the powerful for the possible nullification of his growing
power. It is a label imposed on those whose rise threatens those who
have hitherto ruled the power grid. One may also recall Roger Bacon
Wwho was considered a wizard by many during his life time and was
believed to have a fabled brazen head. It is more a question of power
th?“ gender that resulted in this social mishap. To label is to insult. The
Vil practice of labelling women as witches is a political and ideological

it "f_fepresentation. A patriarchal way of stamping them as a taboo, -
an abjection (Kristeva), ;i

The only Probable solution to ‘dewitch' may b

(99)
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ancient rituals. It is high time that we uphold the indigenous rityals
and strengthen the women. In the Atharva Veda that abounds in Tantrie
rituals and instructions related to the Tantric practices, those rituals
are denounced as Dushkarma or Abhicharam. The abuse of the Hindy
puranas for the justification of witch hunt is intolerable. Presently,
various laws have been made in several states of India to stop the evil
practice of witch hunt, for example, Rajasthan state government passed
alaw banning witch hunt in 2015. In Assam, a witch hunt prohibition
bill was passed to prevent the menace. The root cause of witch huntis
poverty and illiteracy. Anandi, an NGO, is working successfully in Gujarat
to protect women from gender discrimination, exploitation and
marginalization. The process of de-witching has started, though we
are yet to be completely free from the evil.
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Abstract- Knowledge of English now a days become the symbol of power, position and paise. So, most of
all parents need their children to be equipped with the English language. Language is such a subject where
students are acquiring form the very beginning of their age. Every child learns their L1 or mother tongue in a
normal way of learning without giving effort. Cognitive ar_nd meta cognitive efforts do not need to acquire
mother tongue. On the other-hand second language may learn only with the help of L1. So, here parents,

society, school, curriculum, books, classroom atmosphere all are responsible here.

The present study investigates the efficiency, efficacy and proficiency

i dents,
may vary in relation to area of students; residence and role of teachers in a school. A sample of 200 studen

. —_
40 teachers and 20 schools (10 rural schools and 10 urban schools) have been taken for selection randomly

igni i ticed amon
the state of West Bengal. The study revealed the result that the significance difference had beenno g

f teachers was also
the learners-students of urban and rural school students. It was also found that the role O

responsible in building learners’ efficacy in language learning 1n ESL.
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ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a mammoth impact on all spheres of human life—social, cultural,
mental, and academic—to different degrees. The current study reports the authors’ reflection on the
Indian EFL (English as a foreign language) teachers’ pedagogical challenges and opportunities on a
sudden shift towards OTL (online teaching-learning). The qualitative method used here is a content
analysis of narrative representations from 50 EFL teachers working in different schools and colleges/
universities referring to their experiences on this unforeseen teaching situation and suggestions for
improvement. In-depth analysis revealed teachers’ concerns over technical problems, lack of resources,
learner motivation, and participation in addition to online assessment. Amidst these limitations, the
participants tried to cope with this sudden shift with resilience and often with impromptu solutions—
planning, access to digital equipment, collaboration, and school policy—for improving OTL.
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INTRODUCTION

India is a huge country and is globally known for its ethnic and linguistic diversities. Despite having
hundreds of regional languages, English has been evolving as the lingua franca for inter-state or
intra-state communications that bring EFL (English as Foreign Language) teaching-learning to the
core curriculum in all grades starting from primary to the tertiary levels. But the pandemic outbreak
of COVID-19 has made educational principles shift from proximity to distance, from presence to
remoteness, from traditional methods to increased digitization through language apps, virtual tutoring,
video conferencing tools, or online learning software (Kundu & Bej, 2021a). This move to online
teaching and learning (OTL) has been unprecedented yet unavoidable to most EFL teachers.
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Against this backdrop it would be worth assessing the performances of the Indian EFL teachers
during COVID-19, the biggest existential crisis the human race has ever faced. How did they respond
to this exigency? How was their preparation? How did they continue their teaching during the
prolonged school closure? What challenges did they face? What lessons they have learned therefrom?
What should be possible preparations for enhanced resilience to face such calamities in the future?
Based on these basic questions, the current study aimed at presenting a new teaching perspective
comparing challenges and opportunities regarding OTL during the pandemic, thereby helping the
smooth transition to digital pedagogy by analyzing teachers’ first-hand narratives and responses.

LITERATURE REVIEW

New technologies are assimilated into the academic world profusely to aid the process of learning
in many fields including English language teaching (ELT). Technology has the proven potential
to improve student motivation, engagement, and achievement thereby helping them to grow up to
their potential. EFL teaching-learning can be enhanced with technology incorporation capable of
giving new dimensions to create language learning, especially during critical situations (Patil, 2020).
Microsoft PowerPoint presentations are demonstrated to have a significant role in the improvement
of EFL learners’ vocabulary (Mahmoudzadeh, 2014). Bruff et al. (2013) said the integration of both
face-to-face interaction (offline) and online materials has shown great implications for learners as
they found it to be useful.

Bonner & Reinders (2018) found another benefit of new technologies in ELT that is encouraging
learners to actively take part in (co)-constructing their learning environment. These studies made
their observations during normal situation but how technology has been used by the EFL teachers
during the pandemic?

Like other courses of study, EFL teaching-learning had also been technology leaned during
pandemic across the globe. Several past studies investigated teachers’ and students’ experiences on this
sudden transition to remote/online teaching-learning in the pandemic. Khatoony & Nezhamehr (2020)
found the implementation of technology has provided significant opportunities for EFL teachers to
adopt online applications and instruments to enhance learners’ proficiency in complicated COVID-19
conditions. Howard et al. (2021) found there were differences in teachers’ perceptions about online
teaching depending on the resources they had and the institutional support they received. Cutri et al.
(2020) investigated readiness for online teaching during the pandemic and found that although some
areas needed attention such as assessment, they were willing to transform their teaching to online and
enrich their knowledge by sharing with their learners. One of the main factors determining teachers’
readiness and competencies was their prior experience and training (Moser et al, 2021).

Mahyoob (2020) explored that the participants were not satisfied with online learning due
to technical problems leading to poor performance in language learning. Bataineh et al. (2021)
found learners faced technical problems and issues with the design of online activities, leading to
dissatisfaction with distance learning. These technical issues are mainly related to poor internet
connections (Mayrink et al. 2021), lack of hardware and software (Kaur & Aziz, 2020), and lack of
technological equipment (Sayuti et al. 2020), problems of online assessment (Freddi, 2021), lack
of social activities (Schmied, 2021), and technical inadequacy leading to problems with internet
connection (Mayrink et al., 2021), and these led to problems in practice, which is crucial in interacting
with other speakers (Mercan Uzun et al., 2021). All these limitations led to problems in having
synchronous classes (Kundu, Bej, & Dey, 2021).

Rajat et al. (2020) found that although there were concerns about communication, assessment,
and technological tools, most participants indicated the positive impact of this transition from face-

to-face to online mode. Adedoyin and Soykan (2020) pointed out the main opportatj/' i dK ant
OTL was the flexibility provided to both teachers and learners in terms of place and Jal \4

online activities provided that stakeholders have the necessary devices and recourses. RDafjrﬁnéy
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Xhaferi (2020) stated that learners’ engagement can be achieved in online learning in various ways
using different materials and tools, such as slide or online game-like activities. Research also shows
that teachers have found new ways to provide extra practice in language skills using social media and
other applications such as Messenger or WhatsApp (Fauzi & Angkasawati, 2019).

RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The previous section revealed the challenges across the globe with few silver linings for improvement
as well. COVID-19 destroyed the traditional teaching formats for a time being. Teachers have
been forced to introduce, very often provisional solutions to, the existing situation within a very
short time, often on the individual level and without systemic support (Kundu & Bej, 2021). The
adjustments to the new conditions concern not only the way of teaching but also its content. Almost
every country and its academic system got affected by this hard time and the effect had been more
acute in developing countries like India since these countries were already at the frills in respect of
e-education and needed e-infrastructure — device, skill, and attitude. Now, a probe into e-intrusion in
Indian EFL teaching during COVID-19 pandemic will help to answer a lot of questions regarding the
improvement of OTL infrastructure at the same time structuring a resilient system to defend against
any such future calamities.

A person-in-context approach has been followed for understanding EFL teaching challenges in
the pandemic. More specifically, the qualitative study presented here seeks to investigate not only
the effects of COVID-19 on EFL teaching from a multicultural perspective but also analyses the
individual person-situation factors such as teaching context and available resources affecting the
teaching environment. To achieve this objective, the study sought to find answers to the following
research questions:

RQ1: What problems did the EFL teachers encounter during the COVID-19 pandemic?
RQ2: What resources were available for teaching while facing the pandemic?
RQ3: What solutions were implemented to sustain in the new teaching environment?

METHODOLOGY

Sites and Participants

The participants of the study included 50 EFL teachers serving different government run educational
institution in India. They represented 10 federal states (5 participant from each state- West Bengal,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala) with different teaching traditions, prestige, quality, and status of EFL teaching-learning, as
well as varying availability of teaching tools. The chosen states represent the whole India since before
taking this purposive sampling the whole country was divided into five division- Northern, Southern,
Eastern, Western, and Central. Two states from each division were selected as per researchers’ will.
Out of 50 teachers, 25 were from schools (both secondary or primary) and rest 25 were from higher
education arena (working in different colleges and universities). They were 20 female and 30 male
participants. To honor ethical standard all participants are kept anonymous and each of them has
been identified with a unique code (P1 to P50) where P1 to P25 represent school teachers and P26
to P50 represent college/university teachers.

Instruments and Data Collection
The participating teachers took part in the project initiated by the authors aimeﬁt' Lo ta nt
of experience-based reflections on the opportunities and challenges of EF jWU n :
COVID-19 pandemic in India. The teachers were selected from several social mb’a ljssES:iaetion
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like Facebook, WhatsApp, LinkedIn, etc to finally make a social media group among all the 50
participants nationwide having a common interest. Time-to-time intimations were provided to each
participant. Participation in the project was purely voluntary.

Each participant was given a chance to write his views on the challenges and prospects they found
in his/her respective institution in EFL teaching within maximum of 2,000 words. The narratives
were all written in English and sent to any one of the two authors electronically preferably through
Email or WhatsApp who made an in-depth analysis of the views/ narrations to design the findings
of the survey on EFL teaching during the pandemic conducted in March-July 2021.

The methodological approach was qualitative and collected opinions intended to offer readers
updates on how teachers in different contexts taught English online, indicating the challenges and
opportunities faced via a series of reflections on the teachers’ own experiences.

Cleland (2017) said qualitative research is very important in education as it addresses the “how”
and “why” research questions and enables deeper understanding of experiences, phenomena, and
context. It is especially helpful for a researcher as well because here he/she get ample scope of self-
reflection (Kundu et al. 2022). It allows a researcher to ask questions that cannot be easily put into
numbers to understand human experience. Getting at the everyday realities of some social phenomenon
and studying important questions as they have really practiced helps collecting extended knowledge
and understanding.

The qualitative data collected in this study provided insights into the teaching situation as
affected by the pandemic, both in terms of officially available resources as well as individually
developed solutions to the existing problems. The participants were told to put their observations on
the following six points:

A brief self-introduction mentioning name, state, gender, and institution.
Description of the context.

Teaching resources available.

Challenges and issues faced while teaching English online.

Teachers’ own solutions to these issues.

Opportunities and benefits of teaching online.

AN

Data Analysis

Narrative analysis technique was used for data analysis having a dual layer of interpretation particularly
developed by Johnson (2008) to understand how research participants construct stories and narratives
from their personal experience.

Delve and Limpaecher (2020) define narrative analysis as a genre of analytic frames whereby
researchers interpret stories that are told within the context of research and/or are shared in everyday
life. Researchers or Scholars who conduct this type of analysis make diverse—yet equally substantial
and meaningful—interpretations and conclusions by focusing on different elements (Parcell & Baker,
2017).

Authors coded each response and arranged in three basic categories (resources, challenges, and
solutions) responding to the formulated research questions. The stages involved in the data analysis
are reported in Figure 1.

RESULTS

In this section, results are presented following each research question.

Bijay Kant
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Figure 1. Stages of data analysis (Source: Authors)
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Problems Encountered by EFL Teachers

The first research question focuses on what teaching problems the teacher-narrators encountered
during COVID-19 situation and the findings are reported in Table 1.

Student-related issues. The issues were common across India comprising all academic levels. The
aspect of the lack of student engagement was mentioned in 42 contributions from the 10 states. Lack
of students’ motivation has evolved from 37 representations of both school and college/university
levels. The online classroom disturbed the interaction between teachers and learners significantly,
partially through the inability to conduct individual work, skepticism among students at all levels
about participating in online classes, the need to ensure student participation, and switching off
cameras. Due to poor infrastructure, internet access-related problems and a lack of digital devices
among learners were identified as prominent. The problems were more acute among school students
in comparison to college/university students (in respect of several observations). School teachers have
mentioned resistance to learning online as evident in 17 representations. Thus, the students’ related
issues in EFL teaching could be understandable and these were felt by the teachers more or less the
same at the pan-Indian level.

Teacher-related pedagogical issues. Analysis of teachers’ responses revealed 10 pedagogical issues
that hampered EFL teaching including monitoring learners during teaching, dealing with a multi-level
class or teaching students of multiple grade levels at a time, progress evaluation, unpreparedness of
the teachers for new online pedagogy, timer management, online communicati 1nd1v1dua1 teaching
approach, students’ interaction, and problems owing to the absence of non-v j(a.rymKl
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Table 1. Teaching challenges in pandemic

Teaching problem

States

Context (university/ school)

EFL students related issues

Received responses from

Represented in favor (No. of
representations)

Lack of engagement

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana. Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (22) and College/
universities (20)

Lack of motivation

‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (20) and College/
universities (17)

Initial skepticism and overt resistance to
the introduction of remote teaching

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (15)

Resistance to learning online

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (14)

EFL teacher related issues

Monitoring learners during teaching

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (21) and College/
universities (18)

Dealing with a multi-level class

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (17)

Progress evaluation West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (16)
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

Unpreparedness to teach in new conditions, | West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (21)

lacking knowledge about online teaching Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

Time management West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (20)
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

Online communication West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (18)

Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

Lack of ability to choose a teaching
methodology responding to different
students’ different learning styles
(auditory, visual, kinesthetic, and mixed)

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (21) and College/
universities (19)

Creating an online learning context where
students can interact with each other
effectively.

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (24) and College/
universities (20)

Assessment

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (22)

Lack of physical contact, gestures, facial
expressions

‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (23) and College/
universities (18)

Technical issues

Lack of access to digital equipment
especially in rural areas

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (17) and College/
universities (11)

Poor internet connection

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (19) and College/
universities (16)

Problems with logging in

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (17) and College/
universities (14)

Switching cameras off

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (22) and College/
universities (18)

Participating EFL teachers considered pedagogical issues most challenging because these were directly
affecting teaching-learning at all levels. S

Not only did the use of digital tools for educational purposes (“I found it difficuB s[ E t grlg a n tg:;dgg'eg-ag
computers in teaching some subjects, for example, Grammar”- P3) posed a difficul LYita Benga, SER
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online EFL teaching, especially in terms of developing speaking skills and respecting different types
of learning styles. In teacher statements from Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, and Maharashtra, the aspect of
assessment was highlighted. Moreover, a lack of physical contact strongly affected the quality and
efficiency of language classes. Among other teaching-related problems there was time management
during online classes (slower pace of discussing teaching material).

Technical issues. These issues include first and foremost the lack of digital devices, especially in
rural areas, poor internet connectivity, log-in issues, and camera-off issues. All of these were mainly
due to a lack of exposure in online operations on the part of students and teachers. (“This was altogether
anew phenomenon to us and we didn’t even hear the name of WhatsApp or Google Meet”- P12). The
teachers participating in the survey also pointed out technical problems which significantly hindered
remote teaching, the most frequent of which were problems with a lack of knowledge of the platform,
on the part of both students and teachers, problems with the speed of the internet, the lack of cameras
on the part of students or their unwillingness to switch them on during classes. The availability of
resources is a topic discussed in more detail in the next section of this article.

Available Resources for Teaching

The second research question was concentrated on the resources available for EFL teachers during the
pandemic. For digital teaching-learning, the basic resources are device, skill, and attitude (Kundu &
Bej, 2022). The investigation was done following this postulate and the collected data were analyzed
in these three categories.

Referring to digital devices (the results presented in Table 2) a variety of resources have been
mentioned by the participants. Again, in this case, the dichotomous variables (state, context and
working field) have been introduced by analyzing the previous research question.

The majority of participants (from all ten states) used Google Meet, Zoom, Facebook, and
WhatsApp for communication and conducting synchronous teaching during the pandemic and this
scenario is equally pervasive in both schools and colleges/universities. Among other modes, Messenger
and Emails were also used by teachers as means of asynchronous communication in a few states both
schools and college/universities.

Besides, in the asynchronous context, the Google Classroom and Moodle platform was also used
in few states but its use is not pervasive and limited to the higher education level only. Initially teachers
were not proficient in these asynchronous communications but university training helped them get
efficient. For communication with students, social media like Facebookand WhatApp played a big
role. Concerning the hardware, almost all narrators struggled with equipment problems that directly
affected the learning and teaching process (both for students and teachers):

“While working from home in the lockdown, students and teachers used their Smart phones, PCs,
tablets and laptops. Some students’ phones/PCs don’t have cameras and at first, they entered on- line
classes without enabling video features.” (P22)

The resource shortage evolved in this study was acutely and omnipresent across the country. All
narrators admitted it with a positive note and this shortage was more acute in schools rather than in
colleges as evident from the opinions of few school teachers who said:

“My school arranged regular classes during this prolong school closures and we took daily classes
following school routine but the most acute problem was students’ attendance in online classes which
was always below 15% mark in average.” (P20)

“We want to take classes, our students also want to attend but the problem is Qf device, that the

students often don’t have and missed the classes” (P24) IJ ay ant
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Table 2. Resources available for digital pedagogy during the pandemic

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

universities (14)

Resources State Context Special remark
Digital devices Received responses from Represented in favor (No. of
representations)
Smartphone ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (15) and College/ “We have bought smartphones but one 1 out
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (24) of every 10 students have a smartphone to
attend classes online (P1)”
Internet ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (11) and College/ “We availed internet connectivity in our
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (24) smartphones but most of our students
didn’t get a good connectivity to attend
synchronous classes (P7)”
Google Meet West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (16) and College/ “In maximum schools classes have been
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (23) going on in Google Meet (P5)”
WhatsApp ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (10) and College/ “I feel confident in teaching WhatsApp
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (24) (P29)”
Zoom ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (09) and College/ “Ya! it was helpful in my teaching (P32)”
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (18)
Facebook ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (20) and College/ “it’s easy to engage students in continuous
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (25) learning using Facebook(P41)”
Messenger Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala School (13) and College/ “We used to utilize it for asynchronous
universities (21) ¢ ication with our students” (P13)
E-mail Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala School (15) and College/ “This has been very popular during
universities (22) lockdown to contact students” (P22)
Digital book Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, School (05) and College/ “An important alternative of books and we
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (22) used to share e-books or Scanned copies of
books with our students” (P33)
Google Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, School (02) and College/ “Our university arranged and trained
Classroom Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (11) teachers for Google Classroom operation
during teaching (P30)”
Moodle Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, School (01) and College/ “It was a challenge for us at the begin but

university authority trained us (P41)”

Skill for online teaching

Communication ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (23) and College/ “I can’t make clear and concise

skill Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (20) communication with my students online
(P7)”

Technology ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (23) and College/ “I have just leant using smartphone but

literacy Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (21) 1 feel problems in using applications and
icons available for online teaching purposes
(P11)”

Time West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (22) and College/ “I tried but can’t present my teaching

management Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (13) within time (P9)”

E-assessment

‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (23) and College/
universities (11)

“It is an altogether new system of
assessment and we need to habituated with
it (P43)”

Attitude for online teaching

Interest

‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (08) and College/
universities (15)

“I didn’t find online teaching interesting
rather I am waiting for good old of in-class
teaching (P22)”

Commitment

West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

School (08) and College/
universities (14)

“I tried to take my classes from a high
roof of my neighbor since in my home
connectivity was not good (P25)”

Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala

universities (14)

Constant ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (05) and College/ “We didn’t know the basics of online
Learning Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (12) classes until pandemic so this question does
not arise (P29)”

Adaptability ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (02) and College/ “I feel our old face-t-face mode was good
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (08) and online mode didn’t attracted me (P11)”

Creativity ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (02) and College/ “We hardly get tiy mimk about school
Delhi, Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala universities (10) outside our xchoﬁ ”m \ I

L4 | - L
Patience West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, School (03) and College/ “Online classes are good¥or you}laged

teachers not like us who Ner.50.(i]9) "’_
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Only two narrators (one from an urban institution and one from a university) reported not having
problems with the lack of devices. The problem of device scarcity among school students is more
prevalent in comparison to higher education institutions as evident from this remark of a college
teacher:

“I think that my colleagues and our students were rather well-equipped with devices and Instructions
needed in digital education.” (P12)

The second major resource, skills for online teaching, revealed a poor picture that jointly points
out the lack of digital skills among Indian EFL teachers. In all the four sub-domains considered for
this analysis — communication, technology literacy, time management, and e-assessment- teachers
were found stumbling with their skills when 43 representations in online communication, 44
technology literacy, 43 time-management, and 44 e-assessment admitted that they have difficulties
in the concerned areas. The problem concentration is deeper among school teachers especially those
located in rural areas.

Teachers’ attitude has been considered the third major resource for online teaching which
further aggravates the situation and implied a cause behind this overall state of denigration. In all
six sub-domains, teachers lacked positiveness. They have a lack of interest in online teaching, lack
of commitment, learning zeal, adaptability, creativity, and patience, except few stray cases reported
in few studies like Kundu & Bej (2021b) where a school teacher is depicted in taking his class from
a tall tree in expectancy in of good Internet connectivity since he did not get it from his low roofed
residence.

Potential Solutions to Sustain Teaching Environment

Findings on the third research question addresses the impromptu solutions developed by EFL teachers
in different states facing unique challenges during the pandemic as reported in Table 3.

Only one suggestion (intense teacher training on implementation of modern technologies in
teaching) has a systemic character, apart from that the ideas described are individual suggestions
made by teachers who developed them by monitoring the needs of their students and the dramatically
altered teaching situation. Most of the solutions presented concentrate on activating the teacher-
student relationship, for example, by facilitating contact, increasing motivation, and helping students
without access to modern technology. In this respect, using social media (like WeChat, WhatsApp,
Messenger, or Facebook) was useful.

Increased student activity and engagement can be achieved by introducing accessible Paddlets
(an extremely easy-to-use tool that allows learners to collaborate online by posting text, images, links,
documents, videos and voice recordings) or Blending Blackboard.

In terms of evaluation, it is essential to use alternative assessment methods instead of
comprehension questions, short answer questions or multiple-choice questions, or the available
functions of SoundCloud, Youtube or Netskoli. The essential aspect of teaching online is to increase
the approachability of the teacher, and through that also establishing contact with shy and unmotivated
students.

Few veteran narrators talked of the holistic necessity of the “shift from teacher-centred lectures to
a flipped classroom methodology” (P42), which is a type of blended learning approach that reverses
the traditional educational arrangement in which “the teacher is the primary source of information”
(Flipped Learning Network, 2014).

The solutions introduced in different states differed, but for teachers from a few economically
stronger states introducing collaborative tasks was one of the remedies for the lack of i 1nteract10n with

students. The solutions refer mainly to the university level, where very often@ I ?nt
er. llne S

were tested in practice, however, “Needless to say, it becomes urgent to tr
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Table 3. Solutions to EFL teaching challenges

of device among students (P11).

 “if a low range smart phone can be devised for students with one or two Apps for
presenting in online classes could help immensely” (P24)

® “Parents’ awareness is a major factor here, who have smart devices and don’t allow
students for classes” (P20)

Challenge Solution State Context
EFL student As follows: ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar School and
related Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, | College/
problems Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, universities
Tamil Nadu, Kerala
Lack of ® Use of Google Form and Interviewing via Zoom, which encouraged wider
interaction involvement.
® Reaction functions of teaching platforms “Also in this case, the functions for
indicating various reactions were used. Particularly, those available in Zoom
appeared useful, for example, “go faster/go slower.” (P 33)
Increasing o Additional revision Additional exercises published on the Moodle platform.
motivation ® Personalized materials.
e Expose to language “every week they were required to watch a recommended
movie by themselves at home, and then discuss its summary and their ideas about its
plot in class™. (P11)
o Student’s feedback “When students answered some tasks prepared at home, they
were asked to write all new vocabulary items in the chat and provide definitions.”
(P 26)
Cheating in Webcam and desktop sharing “I made it compulsory for the exam attendees to go into
exams a desktop sharing mode and to make themselves visible via a webcam throughout the
exam.” P 14
Access to Exercise packages prepared by teacher “I prepared self-study English packages
materials and personally distributed them among my students living in areas with poor
communications services and those completely cut off from service.” P 1
EFL teacher As follows: ‘West Bengal, Assam, Uttar School and
related Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, College/
problems Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, universities
Tamil Nadu, Kerala
Unpreparedness Intense teacher training on implementation of modern technologies, online solutions
to use new into teaching
technological
tools
Feedback Providing constant constructive feedback and reward them verbally during online
meetings and even through written comments
Monitoring Constant monitoring of students needs
Teaching o Mixture of the CLT (Communicative Language Teaching) method and Task-based
methodology Language Learning to teach the four skills.
e Visualization Mind-mapping Graphic presentations.
e Project based learning.
o sharing sound files through the teachers’ computers, or sending these files to the
students or reading the scripts for the listening activities
Assessment o Assessing students’ listening and speaking skills using applications such as
‘SoundCloud’, “Youtube’, ‘Netskoli.
e Using alternative assessment methods rather than comprehension questions, short-
answer or multiple-choice questions.
Resource As follows: West Bengal, Assam, Uttar School and
problems Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi, | College/
Haryana, Gujrat, Maharashtra, universities
Tamil Nadu, Kerala
Device e Government and non-government agencies can work together to enhance the access

Poor internet
connection

o Early morning hours for teaching.

e “We tried to avoid the rush hours and eventually work in the early morning hours
when the internet is less used” (P27)

o Switching off cameras.

o We have also learned that turning off cameras during a video task may help
stabilize the internet connection and turning off data on other devices such as phones
and tablets.” (P5) classifying students into two groups: those who accessed digital
devices (e.g., smartphone, laptop), and those who couldn’t afford.”

® Local app for the first group, including technical infrastructures conducting classes
both synchronously and asynchronously.
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In terms of the specificity of teaching EFL in a pandemic teacher, independently of state of origin,
mentioned the recreation of traditional teaching materials and making use of digital resources, as
well as tailoring the materials to the needs and expectations of students.

DISCUSSION

The main objective of this research was to explore the major challenges and opportunities of EFL
teaching caused by the COVID-19 outbreak in India. The changes caused by the pandemic in this
field were evident and the major concerns evolved on how to link the new situation with the available
resources and a certain amount of skepticism or even fear.

In comparison to papers published in recent times, embracing similar topics (e.g., Kundu et al.
2022; Mahyoob, 2020; Bataineh et al., 2020; Howard et al. 2020), this study has a strong national
character and aims at depicting exclusively the struggles and solutions developed by Indian EFL
teachers. Additionally, the form of collecting data (in form of written narratives) is to encourage
teachers to share their opinions on the topic in a more open way than traditional surveys. It offered an
alternate avenue for them to showcase their innovations, although anonymously, yet expectations of
having a perpetuating effect in national pedagogic practices, evident in their enthusiasm throughout
this study.

It’s important to mention, most research to date has focused on the learners’ perspective, whereas
this study looks at the situation from the teacher’s perspective. The current study found that facing
generally very similar problems, EFL teachers developed very diverse solutions which were mainly
their ideas, extempore, tested in practice with their students, and based on the available teaching tools.

The first research question concentrated on the identification of the challenges in EFL teaching.
Student-related and technical problems were identified, moreover, teacher-related issues were also
mentioned by the participating teachers. The choice of the appropriate EFL teaching methodology
(adapted to the current situation) and ensuring student involvement seemed to be the problems mainly
occupying EFL teaching in the states where the study was conducted.

Among teaching skills, developing online speaking was the most challenging matter for many
teachers which was in line with the findings of the studies conducted by Bishop and Mabry (2016).
The monitoring and assessment of student progress corroborates the findings of several other studies
(e.g., Kundu & Bej, 2021c; Ramadani & Xhaferi, 2020; Cutri et al., 2021; Freddi, 2021).

Indian EFL teachers pointed out their unpreparedness for teaching in an online environment,
therefore, the choice of efficient teaching methods was also difficult. This might be attributed to the
resources that teachers had and the support provided to them by their institutions. Moreover, regarding
the methodology, skepticism towards learning English using a new medium influenced the learners’
involvement has been a similar finding following Bataineh et al. (2020).

The scope for interaction with students during class was limited partially by technical problems,
and partially by their resistance and unwillingness to cooperate (switching of cameras). In some
narratives, poor internet connections and a lack of hardware were also mentioned (Kundu, 2018;
Bishop & Mabry 2016, Kundu & Bej, 2020; Kaur & Aziz, 2020; Mayrink et al. 2021). This indicates
the interplay of several factors in EFL teaching online, among which the choice of the appropriate
methodology and increasing student participation seem to play an important role, which was also
indicated by Sayuti et al (2020).

The second research question addressed the resources and tools available in EFL teaching during
the pandemic. The findings admit a wide variety of platforms and tools used, sometimes imposed by
an institution (college/universities) and often sometimes chosen by the teachers themselves (generally
in schools). However, many participating EFL teachers appreciated the advantages of using ZOOM

for teaching online as easy to cope with and offer many useful functions (Rnjgdexi mnt
2020). WhatsApp was found more popular among school teachers. Teachers cia

to improve contact with students (WeChat, Messenger, Facebook) and some of theDvi:je 6soeusew
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to provide students with extra exercise materials which are in line with other research findings (i. e.,
Kundu & Bej, 2021a; Fauzi & Angkasawati, 2019).

The lack of technical equipment was a nuisance for both teachers and learners, which is consistent
with the findings of the studies by Kundu, Bej, & Rice (2020), Kundu (2020), Mercan Uzun et al.
(2021), Adedoyin and Soykan (2020), Kundu, Mondal, Mandal, & Bej (2022), and Mayrink et al.
(2021). Nevertheless, respondents pointed out potential solutions based on mutual help, borrowing
equipment, or support from large companies. As far as the availability and choice of working tools is
concerned, the decisions made in this respect were rather of an individual character, based on early
experiences.

The last research question concerns the potential solutions to the challenges identified. The answer
to the identified problems lies primarily in increasing the approachability of teachers, e.g., by using
the available social networks like Facebook, WeChat, and Messenger to facilitate communication with
students on the one hand and to intensify the exercises provided to students on the other. Apart from
systemic solutions (educational programs, radio broadcasts, and support through the implementation
of teaching platforms), teachers can look for tools to support teaching online like digital books or
TED talks.

In terms of EFL teaching, the participants mention mixing of available methods by constantly
monitoring student needs and interactions, as well as providing constant constructive feedback to
the students. From the statements of the participating teachers, it results that creating an appropriate
teaching setting and taking care of the students’ involvement was far more crucial for the EFL teaching
process in the pandemic than sticking to the previously unforeseen teaching plan.

CONCLUSION

This study aimed to explore the main challenges and opportunities of EFL teaching caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Certain challenges have been noticed such as technical issues, online assessment,
and lack of interaction, in addition to opportunities such as flexibility and using extra multimedia
materials in different contexts and at varying levels in this huge country. Instructional technology has
played a crucial role during the pandemic, as technological equipment and resources served as the
only platform or place for the delivery of educational activities. As such, technological infrastructure
has become important for all stakeholders. However, as indicated by the reflections and experiences
of teachers, the main question or concern appears to be how to connect the new situation with the
(un)available resources considering both teachers’ and learners’ needs.

LIMITATIONS

There are certain limitations regarding the participants and the data collection instruments. The
participants included only 50 teachers from a limited number of states (10 out of total 28 Indian
states), and the data were based on the participants’ self-reported reflections and experiences. Their
responses might have been biased due to several reasons, such as personal experiences and institutional
support. Further research, therefore, can include underrepresented states, and learners’ voices can
also be heard in the data collection process to have a more holistic view of the problem.

Bijay Kant
Dubey
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The novel ‘Fakir-Domer Akhyan' (2022) written b).f SK
Nazrul Islam is a narrative of the marginalized people in a reglim;l;
packground. It is in the Shaspur area of.Inc'ias, the eastern p-mr_ ’
Bankura district in West Bengal. The novelist is lh'e.son of this n:glor ;
Fakir and Dom, these two marginalized communities have seec:; ye SY
closely. Their diverse occup-mions,. zfllenlipls to preserve lrahllllorilc,
changing occupations, the region’s dlSllnClW‘e s'lyles, proverbs, rhe Erve.
abuses, regional language styles, pronun;:mhont tendt?ncy, etc. ha
been captured in the regional specialty. With reg:onal l:_fe comes some
distinct legends, stories, folk beliefs, etc. There is a dt:-:tmled Fiescnplnor;
of how folk life is stirred around Shab-e-Barat in Fakir Pfll'ﬂ 0
Hijaldanga village. This is a document of the folk psyche. The. pictures
of the happiness and sorrow of the rural poor people, their needs,
imperfections, dissatisfaction, their disputes, qu.arrels,‘ threats, abu‘ses,
fights, poisoning the pond, burning the palu, eating poison, slanderlng,
elc. are depicted in small collages. Many rural folk love appears In
(his novel with its intimate vitality, for example, leaving the house
on the arrival of ‘Satin’, love with the sister-in-law, abandons her own
child cut away with a man of another caste, etc. There is no
adulteration of regionalism in the Nazrul Islam’s novel. The novel tells
the story of the land on which he grew up and the characlers also
grew out of that same land. The context of regionalism in the novel
“Fakir-Domer Akhyan” is as genuine as it is authentic.

Abatract :

Keywords : Fakir, Khadem, Murubbi, Taholtola, Satin etc.

Literature Review : 2 if3e; wig wiwfers MfErerd sty cnfee
AAlef] Ze G BT 2T TTad Y IAFTAF AN | ANEE FAFE
olz G7 Sfewel @ Giaw Wtz IS MCEd oA, Siverol, S
5%, oA, MEe SRS @ SRR QA 4AH, AfET SLq
WefTE SR S GRF-ToF 3 fof{R Fee S g s

S A vy, MY 8, @fFA-TH, 2033 BUay Kant
Dubey
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Forest Based Tribal Economy and Role of Women
A Study from South West Bengal (1947-2006)

Dripti Mandal, Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Onda Thana Mahavidyalaya, Bankura (W.B.) &
Research Scholar, Dept. of History, Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University, Purulia (W.B.)

Abstract: Tribal dependency on forest is well known. They have symbiotic relationship with forest. The
colonial government disturbed this relationship with focused on only revenue generation. This relationship
recognized in the forest policy of 1988 of independent India. In tribal economy women play crucial role.
Although the main occupation of tribal of South West Bengal was agriculture, forest deeply influenced their
economy. Non-timber Forest Products (NTFP) provided them a substantial resource of livelihood. Generally
tribal women used to collect various NTFPs, i.e. sal leaves, kendu leaves, sal seeds, mahua flowers, mushroom,
medicinal plants, fuel wood, fodder etc. They also collect raw material for handicraft products. Since women
were engaged in collection of NTFPs for sustenance, later government gave importance to women in Joint
forest management (JFM). As tribal women were the main user of forest product, they were the worst sufferer
of deforestation. Government plantation programmes failed to meet their need and it created extra work load on

women. Now, several non-government and government institutions are working for upliftment of tribal women.
More attention is needed for the improvement of their condition.

Keywords: Tribal women, NTFP, JFM, handicraft, South West Bengal.

Introduction:

Tribes, who are notified by the Government as ‘Scheduled Tribes’, lives in and around the forests from times immemorial.
Altogether, there are about 744 scheduled tribes across the country. Most of scheduled tribes are concentrated in the eight
states- Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujrat, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal. The Scheduled
tribe’s population in west Bengal is 5,296,953 which is 5.8 percent of total state population.! According to, “The
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Order [Amendment] Act” 2002, there are 41 group of tribes enlisted as scheduled
tribes in West Bengal. Among these tribes, Santal are the major tribal group in West Bengal.

Forest plays an important role in daily life of tribal community. As they reside along with the forest from the beginning of
the human civilization, a strong bondage has been established with forest. Their economy deeply influenced by the forest.
They lived on variety of fruits, roots, flowers, leave, mushrooms etc. derived from forest. But under the British rule their
natural bondage with forest was severally disturbed. For the interest of revenue generation colonial government forced
tribal to clear jungle for cultivation. As a result of agrarian invasion there was large scale deforestation in colonial time

Further, when govemment understood the importance of the timber for railway sleeper, they shifted their policy towan:i
forest from destruction to conservation and this policy again deprived tribal from forest. After independence, The National
Forest Policy 1952 also focussed on revenue generation and again they deprived from the forest. Later, the Natiogial
Forest Policy 1988 envisaged tribal people's involvement in the development and protection of the fore;'n 10 meet the
growing demands of food, fodder and firewood etc.
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Abstract

Santals are the third largest tribal group in India after Bhil and Gond and they are the
major tribal g1 :

‘oup in West Bengal. A sizeable number of Santal are living in South West
Bengal. It is well known that tribal loves to live in close proximity of nature which
causes establishment of symbiotic relationship among them. Santal are the worshippers
of nature and natural objects. Nature and natural phenomena got significant importance
in their rituals, religion, festivals, customs, belief, even in economy. Usually Santal
Jestivals are performed in natural setting, i.e. Baha, Karam, Sarhul, Sohrae etc. Baha is
a flower festival, performed in the month of falgun when sal and mahua tree begin to
blossom. Interesting fact is that until the Jestivals begin they do not collect anything from
these trees. Karam is another symbolic festival to welcome agricultural activities,
performed in the month of Bhadra to seek wealth and prosperity by worshipping Karam

tree. Sohrae is the largest festival of tribal. Through those festival santals are conserving
environment.

Keywords: Santal tribe, Festival, Environmental Conservation, Sacred grove, South-
West Bengal.

Introduction and even in economy. They are worshipper of
natural objects. From last few decades
environment stability and ecological balance are
the major concerning subjects to the Government
and global policy makers. In this context
indigenous knowledge got immense importance
for their strong relationship with nature. This
paper tried to focus on three districts of South
West Bengal- Bankura, West Midnapur and
Purulia. Primary Sources of income of the Santals
is agriculture (Vidyarthi & Rai, 1976). According
to cultural classification, Santals are suited plain
agriculture type, who relies mostly on plough
cultivation. Most of the festivals of agriculturist
Santals are related to agricultural activities or
sometime celebration of naturg's . beanty.o.All

Tribal people have a well-known affinity for living
close to nature which resulted in an intimate
relationship with surrounding environment. There
are various different tribal communities in India
and most of them practice worshipping of nature.
Santals are the major tribal group in West Bengal
as well as in Eastern India. They have close
relationship with natural environment. Since they
’ are very much attached with nature in every
aspect, a strong bondage has been established with
it. Nature gives them life support; land, forest and
Wwater are the primary sources of their sustenance
and in exchange they protect environment through
traditional practices. l.and, forest and water are the

primary sources of their sustenance. Nature ﬂffd festivals tcB-I] ayﬂ(*aﬂts:fégigi?é:”ﬁl?é’sg3%1??53225252%"15’23‘3"“
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Locating the ‘Affect:’ A Traumatological Reading
of Kedara (2020)

One commonest element of trauma is memory. It is the reiteration of a wounding incident in
the realm of memory that cripples an individual. As a result, an individual is confined to his traumatic
| memories from which deliverance is almost impossible. Besides, happy memories may also generate
| traumatic experiences for an individual whose present does not promise as much as his happy past.
~ Those ghosts of unkept proises continue to haunt him and continually dissociate him from his existence
: rgsulting in a denial of the present. My paper deals with a traumatological reading of Indraadip Das
- Gupta’s debut venture Kedara (2020). The central character of the movie, Narasingha is confined to
‘two hells of eternal darkness-one his childhood and another his youth. His present is undermined with
‘streaks of memories from the past. Besides, the chronotopes of traumatic memory find intermittent
release through the occasional exercise of his talent as a mimic or ventriloquist. It is true that language
cannot describe trauma. Trauma is best expressed with symbols and pictures. However, the central
premise of this article is to investigate into the traumatic experiences of an individual not in the
context of the Cartesian mind-body bifurcation but the saturation of human existence, best understood
by the Heideggerian notion of Befindlichkeit. Narasingha in Das Gupta’s movie lives an emotive life
reinforced by his art of mimicry or ventriloquism.

That feed the beggar, that I forgive an insult, that I love my enemy... all these are undoubtedly
great virtues.... But what if | should discover that the least amongst them all, the poorest of the
beggars, the most impudent of all offenders, yea the very fiend himself—that these are within me,
and that I myself stand in need of the alms of my own kindness, that | myself am the enemy who
‘must be loved—what then?

—Carl Jung, Psychology and Religion: West and East

_ One of the commonest elements of trauma is memory. It is the reiteration of a wounding
incident in the realm of memory that cripples an individual. As a result, the individual is confined to his
Wic memories from which deliverance is almost impossible. Besides, happy memories may

Y past. Those ghosts of unkept promises haunt him and continually dissociate him from his
ice resulting in a denial of the present. My paper offers traumatological reading of Indraadip
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with streaks of memories from the past. Besides, the chronotopes of traumatic memory finq %

release through the occasional exercise of his talent as a hurbo!a. (mimic or ventriloqui,t). Itis
that language cannot describe trauma. Trauma is best expressed with symbols and pictureg, i

the central premise of this article is to investigate into the traumatic exp_)criences of an indjy
in the context of the Cartesian mind-body bifurcation but the saturation of human exj

understood by the Heideggerian notion of Befindlichkeil. }\larasingha in Das Gupta’s moyje Ii\:e,
emotive life reinforced by his art of mimicry or ventriloguism. an

The Cartesian mind-body dualism led to the hazard of bifurcating cognition from affect. This
peculiar aspect of the Cartesian theory pervaded the early Freudian psychoanalysis (Stolorow 01), 1
was Heidegger who challenged the myth by introducing his theory of Befindlichkeit. For Heideggﬂ
the human state of being is essentially engaged in-the-world (Stolorow 02). The notion ofBeﬁmﬂ'jcMej;
asserts the importance of affect. An imperfect English translation of the term may be “hone.
one-finds-oneself-ness " (Stolorow 02) or “how-are-you-ness. " Every human being feels abgy
himself in a particular situation. His feeling about himself is both external and internal. g
cognition is directly dependent on his affect but his affect is dependent on his both body and
mind as well as his interaction with the phenomena beyond himself. Heidegger's notign
challenges the traditional notion of feelings or moods as it Is rooted in one's understanding of
oneself. One can does not feel his mood unless one undersiands one’s living in that mood
Therefore, the mood or affect is mutually associated with cognition.!

idual ey

The word ‘trauma’ is Greek in origin. It was first borrowed in the 17" century in English
Jexicon to mean ‘wound.’ Trauma is not just any kind of wound. Trauma is often defined in psychological
terms as ‘an emotional response to a terrible event like an accident, rape or natural disaster.”
Evidently, trauma is a psychopathological condition that may result from various external factors.
The particular type of trauma that is discussed in relation to Indraadip Dasgupta’s debut venture
Kedara (2019) is cultural and developmental trauma. Incidentally. cultural trauma is an empirical
concept that is associated with the collective consciousness of a particular group. According 10
Jeffrey Alexander, ‘Cultural trauma occurs when members of a collectivity feel they have been
subjected to a horrendous event that leaves indelible marks upon their group consciousness, marking
their memories forever and changing their future identity in fundamental and irrevocable ways’ (01)-
Trauma is inseparably associated with memory and dementia. An essential element of cultural trauma
is the indifference to time-lag. The subject lives in the past though does not feel it. The pastas either
a pleasant or horrendous temporality remains in the mind and continues to blur and overshadow the
present. The refusal to participate in the present-day crises is also another basic characteristic of
cultural trauma. Freud’s theories on trauma, written between 1888 and 1898 focus on memory 804
affect. Cultural trauma is rooted in the ‘processes of social change. .. that includes migrations, War>

lm'ﬂnpbgfmmt and dislocation....” (Smelser 35). The dislocation Smelser is talking of may be social
geographical as well as personal. Freud describes trauma as ‘an indelible imprint” (153) that does ot
2o away once lodged in the mind.

_. £ "Trauma may result in “Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder” (PTSD )y Wiy K" Pl.m%ﬁ:%:‘%:%%:i
incidents of the past can torture the mind of the person who has experienc J d a ol cehiu

mﬂma crucial role in the post-traumatic disorder. The affected pers@{ﬂlb'? y =t
= ;Wm wmmry mfom d‘e tramtic incident mpeatcdly 1-0 hea] the woun % == Foxit PDF E.cmor\/
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aumatic nightmare, undistorted by repression or unconscious wish, seems to point ;
. and yet, as Freud suggests, it occupies a space to which willed access is denied. Indeed.
precise return of the event appears, as modern researchers point out, to be accompanied by
a for the past...." (Caruth 152). The observation that the human mind retains the
ing memories and interferes with the sensory perceptions of the reality triggered the
ological study of the relationship of the affect and trauma. Jean-Martin Charcot and
t, William James investigated the workings of the mind in processin g memory. Janet
memory to be the “central organizing apparatus of the mind” (Kolk and Hart 159). Traumatic
0y, according to Janet, is manifest only in certain emotional circumstances and original traumatic

3 Janet distinguishes between traumatic memory and narrative or ordinary memory. Ordinary
isasocial act. But traumatic memory is inflexible and invariable. It has no social component;
notaddressed to anybody, the patient does not respond to anybody: it is a solitary activity’ (Kolk
~ gnd Hart 163).

Dasgupta’s movie is like a bittersweet note played by a lutanist, more so because he is primarily
 music composer. The movie Kedara (2019) is a narrative that recreates cultural trauma on the
inematic canvas in a convincing way. The movie is about Narasingha, a name that seems to be a
nisnomer until the final scenes of the movie relives the past probably to forget his loneliness and
= ﬂi_immemoﬁcs of separation from his family. The movie opens with a tilt shot capturing the morning
- inertia and silhouetted glory of old Calcutta. The morning breakfast of a cup of tea, biscuits and an
imaginary omelette with extra onion flakes raises the curtain to Narasingha’s half real, half illusory
life. His boyish longing for //ish (Hilsa) is answered by the crude reality of Rupchanda fish (Chinese
‘Pomfret), a cheaper option to satisfy his gluttony. Gradually, it is revealed that Narasingha is a

4 ‘Horbola (ventriloquist) who can imitate almost anybody’s voice. He has lost his bread since the
- profession has declined over time with the emergence of the electronic gadgets. Mimicry was in
great demand since 1940 to 1980 for stage shows, radio and cinema but gradually the art form has
declined. Incidentally, the word ‘Harbola’ is derived from Hari (another name of Vishnu and Krishna)
‘and Bolna (to speak). The term was coined by Rabindranath Tagore when he met Rabin Bhattacharya.
The use of ventriloquism brilliantly portrays Narasingha’s struggle to relive in the past. The burdens
of the past are heavy on his shoulders and he cannot escape from them:

The weight of this sad time we must obey,

Speak what we feel not what we ought to say.

The oldest hast borne the most: We that are young
Shall never see so much. nor live so long. (KL, V. iii)

3 He goes on imitating the voice of his old grandmother and replays the days of early boyhood:
:ﬂh baba ebar oth, ar katokhon ghumobi? Ami jalkhabar ta nive asi’ (‘now get up, my child.
Letme bring your breakfast’) (Kedara. 3:37). He imitates the morning call of his grandmother.

Temporality is an important dimension of the movie. Narasingha is trapped in the labyrinth of
ie. He has lost his relations. his family, his profession, and his time. In the movie, Kesto is an
character. He is a scrap dealer. He buys old clocks, television sets, statues and other
things and sells them. Kesto and his scrap shop symbolize the heap of time: *heap of broken
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cinematography of Subhankar Bhar, when Narasingha starts crooning “Mou bone aj moy
bou Katha kou dake™ (Honeycombs are overflowing with honey. The Indian cuckoo sings.”) Mimickin

the melodious voice of Hemanta Mukherjee (26:13) or when he picks up one phone after another ancgl
converses relentlessly with imaginary organisers (01:06:43) about his former days of Prosperity. e
seems to be trapped in malattunement to painful affect for his developmental trauma (Stolorgy 03),

Jomeche,

Sound is the soul of Kedara (2019). The first scene zooms in a tea cup and saucer being
: offered to Narasingha by his dead grandmother. Ventriloquism is another powerful aspect of the
| play. Narasingha, an old Harbola (a ventriloquist) who relives his past everyday from morming (g
night. The repeated ghost calls coax him eternally. Gradually, it is revealed that all the phone calls are
imaginary-the hallu.cination of Narasingha. These are the calls from his nightmarish trauma-from the
lost time of prosperity when he was contacted by many organisers for performing in their cultural
| programs. Another brilliant scene in which Narasingha while reading an old newspaper suddenly
'; imitates the voice of renowned Debdulal Bandopadhyaay, the news reader for Akashbani. Kolkata.
The pastiches of Indira Gandhi’s historic win in 1980 General Election from Raeberali. East Bengal-
l_. Mohun Bagan'’s football match of 1980 in which 16 supporters were killed ina stampede and riot, the
? Indo-Russia Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in August 1971 crowd the sequence followed by
o the alarming buzz of a fly. Gradually, the buzz increases to such extent as if it will overflow the
| canvas and drown the panned and zoomed face of Narasingha. The buzz of the fly functions as a
reminder of the past- a symbolic memento mori of Time. Slowly, the camera focuses on the bewildered
face of Narasingha trying and struggling to kill the fly as though he is trying to dismiss the ghosts of
time that still haunt him. The memories of loss and alienation disrupt the personal existence of
Narasingha: “A second consequence of developmental trauma is a severe constriction and narrowing
of the horizons of emotional experiencing’ (Stolorow 03). He is confined to the dark alleys of the
past. He still buys chewing tobacco (Dokta) for his grandmother even long after her death. His
memories return in the forms of ventriloquized consciousness, ghost calls and an overpowering
feeling of uselessness. His language is the ‘language of alienation® (Meares 03). His emotional
make-up is always determined by his memory- the beckoning of dead times:
Memories of a state in which one’s feeling of personal existence are overthrown are registered
implicitly as a stunted narrative, a ‘script’, which tells the individual he or she is bad,
inferior, useless, and so on, confronting a traumatising other, who is critical, alienating,
controlling, and so on (Meares 03).

His post-traumatic stress is exhibited in his overall affect and emotion. He silently bears with
insults hurled violently by his relatives, neighbours, and even his maid. The non-linear plot and the
frequent use of flashback techniques brilliantly narrate the disintegration of his affect. He is repeatedly
reminded of his failures in life. Be it her maid or a neighbour or politically sheltered goons everyon®
cows him easily and hurls insults on him. His wife and son have left him. Narasingha’s notion.Of his
self of being in a state is adjusted by his past-the affect that he felt years ago. What is significant

about his post-traumatic stress is that he does not react.
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-ating the ‘Affect:’ A Traumatological Reading of Kedara (2020)

ng. The rebukes his maid for unnecessarily harassing him. He shows much co
wolitical leader threatens him. Even his attitude to his wife and son changes a good
me ‘Narasingha’ becomes literally significant. He recovers his lost booming voice, V

s him that certain cinema maker will hire his chair for two hundred rupees per day, Nmiﬂm
im a two thousand rupee note asserting that he will never return the chair. Instead, he will pay
t for that chair. But Narasingha fails to save his chair from its catastrophe. The political goons
m he defied in anonchalant way hit back. They ransack his small room, throw his personal things
and destroy the chair to pieces. Narasingha runs into the room and mourns over the tragedy
e asmall child whose plaything has been broken.

The armchair that is also put in the title (Kedara means an armchair) is a powerful symbol of

e movie. It leads to the symbiosis of Narasingha’s cognition and affect. It contributes to his

" transformation into a confident and brave human being capable sensible and sentimental. Perhaps, it

a cultural symbol in the movie that helps him to feel his Befindlichkeit that was hitherto castrated

~ by his developmental traumatic memories. Surprisingly, he becomes embedded in the present-the

now. The broken chair becomes an objective co-relative for Narasingha’s supposed death. He must

‘cease to exist now since the chair is broken his affect parts with his cognition. He is neither in the

- pastnor in the present. He is now in need of his own kindness and love-but he is far away from his
own self-lost in the sea of stars and the pool of dreams. J
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‘Othered Childhood:’ Pedagogy, Childhood ang the
Abject in Sowvendra Shekhar’s Jwala Kumar ang
Gift of Fire: Adventures in Champakbagh (2018)

Sourav Kumar Nag

Abstract

Thc present article offers a reading of Shekhar’s Jwala Kumar and the Gift of Fire: 4
in Cham;.)akhagh (2018). The primary argument of this article is that Shekh' 'dve .
of?crs a different portrayal of childhood from the margins of India. In Jwalg K o
Gift of Fire: Af!venmres in Champakbagh (2018), Shekhar has offered 2 Prom “::Gr andlthe:
welfare a.nd wisdom from the margins of India. Besides, the novel offers a dif; tamah .
ofthe childhood of the impoverished people of India. In the novel, Shekhar's f <. P CHIE
Fhlldren, a sma.\ll dragon enters the lives of a small family ofChar,n-pakba;}s :jﬂm *
::]:;c:)hmcs an important member of the family of Mohan Chandar, his wife I?: Vf)ry 9 '-
umi|1h::?:;?:en,;0273:,a%?]n Wwas rescued and brought in by Mohan whe pah;d ::l‘w
_ athe was rescuing. Unlj o
;Iayer in the Norse folklore, Chandar shelleregd the :fagazl?::éf‘vgmbab]y o
€a bo‘on to the family and the neighbouring village as well. The novel
education of altruism and love through a gripping magico-t:ea]ist taI:

Ke : Abj i [
ywords: Abject, Heterogeneity, Magico-realist, childhood, subaltern spaces

C 7 .
arol Lynch-Brown in her book Essentials of Childyen s Literature (2011) defines children’s

literature in the follow ing way: “Children’s literature is a good quality trade books for n

from birth t i i
ages, throu :0 e cccace, °°"‘°‘”“£» topics of relevance and interest to children of those
- ¢h prose and poetry, fiction and nonfiction” (02). Brown’s definition un i
QErines

the essentials of chi ’s i i

ildren’s literature in an i i

an mteresting way. it

wonder at her phrase ‘topic of relevance’ s At gl :

dren bordering on the ideologies of the dominan

Hansda'Sowvendra Shckhar‘stafuKumarandtherﬁ of Fire: Adv in Champakhé
(2018) is less complex than The Mysterious Ailmen; of Ru :’Be. 'k e;r{:;;-:s md P i
Garafen (2018). Intended for children, Jwala Kumar (2’313? ;fy( )an'c:'a)' calicll
of friendship, love, and empathy. In Jwala Kumar and the gy’f‘sfa;:::_gl Advel
Champakbagh (2018), Shekhar has offered a promethean tale ofweif';c and msdom
margins of India. It is not just a novella written for children. It is a narrative of hopes
struggle and success. In the novella, Shekhar offers a po\;«rerful reading of the ¢t
r
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of the children belonging to impoverished families. The present article offers a reading of
. Shekhar's Jwala Kumar and the Gift of Fire: Adventures in Champakbagh (2018) to show
that Shekhar’s novella offers a powerful depiction of childhood of the poor of India.

Children’s Literature is a ‘world literature' (Lerer 11) that has its genesis in every nation,
culture, and history. Nevertheless, the representational dimensions may be different in
different cultures. M.O. Grenby in “The Origins of Children’s Literature” (2013) asserted
that the genre called children’s literature began in the mid eighteenth century and took hold
first in Britain™ (35). In India, children’s literature, as it is, emerged in the 19" century, but
India abounded in tales, poems and novellas meant for children since the antiquity. The
primary purposes of those tales have ever remained to “teach and delight” (Sidney 09).
The stories of Panchatantra, Hitopadesha, Jataka Tales, Kathamala, Betal Panchabinsati,
Akhvan Manjari, Thakurmar Jhuli among others have made childhood beautiful and
eni(;}'ahie at the same time, providing alternative education to the young mind. Be it the
animals imbibing human behaviourism (as in Panchatantra) or the fantasy world of kings,
monsters, ghosts and ghouls (as in Thakurmar Jhuli. Betal Panchabinsati), each and every
tale comprises underlying moral lessons. Later. Naba Krishna Bhattachrya, Upendrakishore
Roy Chowdhury, Jogendranath Bose. Sukumar Roy, Satyajit Roy and others contributed
significantly to the evolution of children’s literature.

It is not surprising that the voice of the marginalised and w retched of Indiahas long remained
subdued in these books for children. Kings, queens, Champak Brothers and high palaces
are the dominant tropes in Indian Roopkatha (fairy tales). Shekhar’s Jwala Kumar and
the Gift of Fire: Adventures in Champakbagh (2018) marks a paradigm shift in Children’s
Literature. In the story the protagonists are hailed from the margins of Indian society. The
story bordering on fantasy deals with serious issues such as food, fire, and shelter and above
all emancipation. It is not that in Santhali culture there were no stories for children. Plethora
of tales has been told by mothers and grandmothers from one generation to another since
antiquity. What Shekhar did is to register the cultural presence in a language that can cross
the boundary of regionality. When I asked Hansda why he w rites in English, his answer was
“] write in English because I can write in English” (from an electronic conversation with
the author via Google Mail, dated 19 May 2021). Hansda’s reply is witty and manifests his
urge to write in his own English. He is there to represent the voices from the margin and
register the richness of the Santhali culture.

Postcolonial literature often embodies counterdiscursive strategies involving “writing back
to canonical works since such a text received ideas of dominant culture™ (Bradford 31). The
existing body of children’s literature in India upholds the high cultures and the voices of
the dominant classes. There are few tales that represent the childhood of the poor. Hansda’s
Jwala Kumar and the Gift of Fire: Adventures in Champakbagh (2018) is one of the earliest
books for children that usher the voices from the margin. The novella deals with the lives of
someunderprivileged children and at the same time resists the existing canon of children’s
literature that empowers and represents the dominant cultures in India.

In the novella. a small dragon enters the lives of a small family of Champakbagh and very
~ soon he(the small dragon is identified as a ‘boy’ in the text) becomes an important member
~ of the family of Mohan Chandar, his wife Rupa Devi and their three children. The dragon

was rescued and brought in by Mohan who had no idea until the end of the novﬁvﬁaﬁgg ‘
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was rescuing. Unlike Beowulf, probably the oldest dragon slayer in the Nopge folkin
Chandar sheltered the dragon and very soon it proves itself to be a boon to the fami
the neighbouring village as well. Mohan had no idea what the creature was whep, re
First, he suspected it to be a bat. Then, he confused it with a chameleon with wings,
Biren, Chandar's son discovered that it was a dragon while watching a video: “* Di-ra.
Mohan Chandar asked hesitatingly. ‘No, Baba,' Biren corrected his father. ‘Dragon,’
ra-gun?’ Mohan Chandar tried again. ‘Yes, yes,’ Biren whooped with joy and CNCOUrgYeq
his father. ‘Exactly, Baba. Now say this a bit fast’” (Ch. 7). The Imh)‘; dragon in the nove| N
i1s a benign creature who belches fire to ignite the chulha (oven), gives warmth and helps
the family to cook their food.

Hansda’s representation of the subalternity is trustworthy since it upholds a hctcrogenou,
space that resists the notions of nationalist homogeneity and linearity. Hansda's novelistic
vision does not merely offer an alternative reading of Indian childhood but also resorts to
magic realist elements. The dragon in the text is a representative of dream, hope and the
impossible. He solves the problem of fire magically: “It opened its mouth and breathed a
stream of flame into the chulha. The embers in the chulha did not need any blowing by Rupa
Devi™ (Ch. 4). This magical solution ushers the impossible but the poetics of the impossible
that every child dreams.

- Another crucial element of heterogeneity in the novella is the representation of the abject,
Food is a space of heterogeneity. Something edible to one community may be despite by
another. Kristeva in her Powers of Horrors (1982) wrote: “Loathing an item of food, a
piece of filth, waste or dung. The spasms and vomiting tha
the retching that thrusts me to the side and turns me away
(02). The young children of Mohan and Rupa Devi loy
food to many of the underprivilegedmay produce immen
children who belong to the well to do families in Indian
food eaten bythousands of the tribal people of India for ages to satiate their hunger. The

baby dragon roasted the rats with one blaze of fire streaming out of his mouth: |

eating roasted rat meat. And so did his brother and sister. Had he known that he

certainly set up traps and traps to catch them, (Ch. 6).

L protect me. The repugnance,
from defilement, sewage, muck.”
¢ roasted meat of rats-a delicious
se surprise and incredulity in those
metropolis, But it is an alternative

Jiren loved
would have

Another such example of ‘othered’ childhood in the novella is
eggs into their pockets when mid-day meal is served at school. Biren and his siblings put the
boiled eggs in their pockets to feed Jwala Kumar. This example of altruism is not exceptional
because it is “quite common for students to hide boiled eggs that they were served at school
and bring them home to eat later or share them with other members ofthe family” (Ch. 6), The
significance of Shekhar’s narrative lies in the fact that it not only offers a magico-real tale
of love, hope and happiness but also provides lasting watermarks of a different childhood.

the children putting boiled

Not fire and food, the baby dragon cured Mohan Chandar’s fever just by singing and restores
his health: “When they woke up the next day, it was still raining, and it was still cold. But
Mohan Chandar had no fever. Yes, he was feeling a bit weak, but not as bad as he was feeling
the night before” (Ch, 8). In the penultimate chapter of the novella, Jwala Kumar flew to
every house in the village of Champakbaghand lighted their chulha and then joined a group
of dragons in the upper sky to return to its world. The magic of altruism that Jwala Kumar
performed in the lives of the underprivileged villagers who are far away from the rrl'lodem
comforts isa metaphor of their dreams, Every poor in the world believes in the magic

32
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Shekhar, Hansda Sowvendra. Jwala Kumar and the Gift of Fire: Adventures in Champakbagh.
R Kindle ed.. Talking Cub, 2018.

A copy of the electronic interaction with the author via Gmail (dated 19 May
2021.)

1. Why do you write in English and not in Santhali?

in English because 1 can write in English. Also, I urge you to answer this

and Malayalam?

feel linguistic block while
pressible in English becau
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Worlding Literature, Literary Cosmopolitanism and
Tagore’ Visva Sahitya

Sourav Kumar Nag

Abstract

The article contextualises Tagore’s notion of Visva-Sahitya in the emerging field of World
Literature. Rabindranath Tagore is perhaps the only Indian writer who came forward with
anew gesture to World Literature at the beginning of the 20 century. In a lecture delivered
by him at the Indian National Council for Education in 1907 in Calcutta Tagore ushered
literary cosmopolitanism. David Damrosch in the Preface of The Routledge Companion to
World Literature (2005) maintains that the term “World literature despite being some two
centuries old has turned into an emerging field with the recent turn towards globalization
cosmopolitanism and transnationalism” (Damrosch 2005: xviii). The uneasy coexistence
of the World Literature and the Comparative Literature presupposes the notion of planetarily
(Spivak 2005: 71) to move beyond the idea of globalization antra critic the discipline?ry
organization of the study of literature (D’haen 2013: 207). The primary argument on which
the present article navigates is that Tagore’s idea of Visva-Sahitya is markedly different
from what we call World Literature today.

Keywords : Tagore, Visva-Sahitya, Dissemination, Archival, Pilgrimage

The article contextualises Tagore’s notion of Visva-Sahitya in the emerging field of World
Literature. Rabindranath Tagore is perhaps the only Indian writer who came forward with
anew gesture to World Literature at the beginning of the 20" century. In a lecture delivered
by him at the Indian National Council for Education in 1907 in Calcutta Tagore usbered
literary cosmopolitanism. David Damrosch in the Preface of The Routlledge .Compamcm to
World Literature (2005) maintains that the term “World literature despite being some two
centuries old has turned into an emerging field with the recent turn towards globalization
cosmopolitanism and transnationalism” (Damrosch 2005: xviii). The uneasy coexistence
of the World Literature and the Comparative Literature presupposes the Flption of .plalne.tarily
(Spivak 2005: 71) to move beyond the idea of globalization aqtra critic the dlsmplxnafry
organization of the study of literature (D’haen.2013: 207_). The primary argument on which
the present article navigates is that Tagore's idea of Visva-Sahitya is markedly different
from what we call World Literature today.
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The primary focus of the article is Tagore’s notion of Visva-$
in the contemporary debate on World Literature, With the emergence of trangp
discourses, World Literature gotits impetus in the current literary space. Said’s theo
of the world in terms of coloniser/colonised binary or Bhabha's notion of the
evaporates with the embracing of transnational discourses that erase the Partition;
Propaganda and welcomes the formation of a global fraternity among all nationg T:.?t
article has a tripartite structure, It begins by referring to the inception of the nﬂli(')n 3
World Literature in the early 19" century as Goethe put it as Weltliteratur and then r'm:r«r:_:F
on to offer a comprehensive reading of the emerging theories of World Literature an:
finally deals with Tagore’s notion of Visva-Sa hitya as an inclusive idea base
faith on interpersonal relations and cosmopolitanism.

ahitya and its Siﬂnifican

risatj
third space

d on his Spiritug

Johan Wolfgang von Goethe, the eminent German writer and critic of the 19"
first gave the clarion call for the dissemination of literature across the
wrote in a letter to Johann Eckermann in 1827: “National literature is now a rather unmeaning
term; the epoch of world literature is at hand, and everyone muststrive to hasten its approach?”
(Damrosch 2014:19). In this very letter, he used the newly minted term Weltliteratur. The
epoch of the world literature that Goethe predicted almost two centuries before is the
present epoch of globalness which we live in. What did Goethe mean by Weltliteratur? Did
he mean a text must travel beyond the geography of its origin? Its culture? Or its language?
Back in the 19* century, it could only mean an extensive collection of books written by
hundreds of writers from hundreds of places in hundreds of different languages. Claudio
Guillen, quoted by Damrosch, quips at the very possibility of such archival heterogeneity
and abundance as it is possible only with “a deluded keeper of archives who is also a
multimillionaire” (Damrosch 2003:01). Suffering from the anx iety of influence of the Great
European Writers, Shakespeare included, Goethe advocated decanonisation long ago the
inception of the postcolonial studies: “Late in his account, he records Goethe's rematk
that “the daemons, to tease and make sport with men, have placed among them single
figures so alluring that everyone strives after them, and so great that nobody reaches
themOGoethe names Raphael, Mozart, Shakespeare, and Napoleon as examples” (Damrosch
2003: 02). Goethe’s theorisation of World Literature as a transnational enti ty was implemenled
slightly modified in the university discipline of Comparative Literature that offers analogical
interaction of literary texts while preserving their national, linguistic, and cultural originalities:
The domain of Comparative Literature does offer comparative, intersectional reading %
literary texts from different places of the world. World Literature, on the contrary, It
out the dividing line between texts and welcomes a global fraternity of textuality ah™
literariness. The methods for moulding a text into a World Literature are variegated. Gener®
themes, universal perspectives and translations are some of the possible means, Transk
of a literary text meets challenges and ambiguities since the only available and 'glob

Centy
globe. He fa mously
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Janguage We have is English. Translating texts into English, many assume, may generate
linguistic hierarchy and discrimination,

In the 21" century, World Literature has gained an unprecedented impetus resting on
the template of Anglophone Literature. World literature presupposes a double process for
a literary work to acquire its global dimension; that the work must be “literature’ and that
is it must be circulated beyond its linguistic and cultural origin. For formulating World
Literature, the word ‘literature’ needs to be analysed etymologically and semantically.
Ewmnlngicall_v the term ‘literature’ was derived from the Latin root literature or litteratura
that means both “learning” and "writing.” Broadly applied the term ‘literature” means any
written document. In this sense, a legal document, an advertisement, or the writings on a
packet of biscuits amount to literature as much as the novels of D.H. Lawrence. The
cpistcmologicnl aspect of the term defines its literariness. Now the literariness of literature
may rest on several elements such as language, culture, formal intricacies and so on. Though
not as customary as the formal literariness demanded by the Russian Formalists, literature
embodies its literariness, its uniqueness achieved with the help of language.

A few ‘globalectic’ (Thiong'o 2012) attitudes emerge in the post-1950s scenario that
catapulted the provincializing (Chakrabarty 2008) of Eurocentric literature. Nevertheless,
the irony of the worlding of literature seems to be rooted in the language question. If a
work has to be ‘worldly’ it needs to be either written in a global language such as English
or be translated into one such language. The debates surrounding Anglophone Literature
threaten the crystallisation of World Literature per se. While Chinua Achebe defended
writing in English since he has “no other choice” (Achebe 1976:125), challenged Achebe’s
claim in Decolonizing the Mind (1986): “English, like French and Portuguese, was assumed
to be the natural language of literary and even political mediation between African. people
in the same nation and between nations in Africa and other continents. In some instances,
these European languages were seen as having a capacity to unite African peoples against
divisive tendencies inherent in the multiplicity of African languages within the same
geographic state” (Thiong'o 1987: 6-7). In Globalectics (2012) Thiong’'o advocates the idea of
cultural globalisation without any global centre: “the shape of the globe. On its surface,
there is no one centre; any point on the surface is equidistant to it-like the spokes of a
bicycle wheel that meet at the hub. Globalectics combines the global and the dialectical to
describe a mutually affecting dialogue, or multi-logueO.” (Thiong’o 2012: 08). Aamir R.
Mufti in Forget English! (2016) quips: “The nationalization of languages over the past two
centuries all over the world has been accompanied by the globalization of English” (Mufti
2016:146). The issue of translating a text in English for its inclusion in World Literature has
resulted in controversies. English is still considered to be the language of the elite and
therefore worlding a text by translating it in English justifies that a text becomes global
only when it acquires elitist authentication.
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David Damrosch maintains a tripartite definition of World Literature that it myst em|
1. oviform refraction of national literatures; 2. Literature that goes beyond the nati
boundaries through translation and 3. A mode of reading beyond time and place, When
literary work survives the weal and tear of time and acquires the dimension of 'Classic'-a
crosses the boundaries of language, culture and continents and is presented to the world It
translations. Now the obvious challenge of translating work in a different language is:
preserve its original essence. It's difficult to retain the cultural nuances that a languy
embodies while translating a work. Raja Rao in the Foreword of Kanthapura reiterates the
difficulty of writing a regional novel, a sthalapurana in English:

The telling has not been easy. One has to convey in a language that is not one’s own
the spirit that is one’s own. One has to convey the various shades and omissions ofa
certain thought-movement that looks maltreated in an alien language. I use the word
‘alien,” yet English is not really an alien language to us. Itis the language of our intellectua
make-up—Ilike Sanskrit or Persian was before—but not of our emotional make-up
(Rao 1967: 31).

InRao, the problem, though, is not that of translation, yet his level of difficulty in transcribing
his thoughts into ‘an alien language’ is conceivable. On the other hand, Spivak in Death of
Discipline (2005) uses the term “planetarity” to suggest alterity among human beings: “The
globe is on our computers. No one lives there. It allows us to think that we can aim to
control it. The planet is in the species of alterity, belonging to another system; and yet we
inhabit it, on loan” (Spivak 2005:72). The notion of alterity moves beyond the threshold of
the existing epistemological systems and embraces a broader spectrum of knowing beyond.

In a lecture on “The Literature of the Bengali People,” delivered at the annual meeting
of the Literary Council of Bengal in 1895, Rabindranath Tagore observed: “The word sahitya
comes from sahit. Hence, O we find in the word sahitya the idea of union. It is not simply a
union of idea and idea, language and language, book and book: nothing except sahitya or
literature can establish deeply intimate ties between one person and another, between past
and present, between far and near. The people of a country deficient in literature have no
vital bonds to join them: they remain isolated” (Tagore 1919a: 179). Rabindranath Tagore
spoke of Visva-Sahitya in a lecture he delivered at the Jatiya Sikhsa Parishad (the National
Council for Education) in 1907 in Calcutta. Tagore used the word “visva’ to suggest a unitary
body of all living organisms and the non-living objects integrally connected with the greﬁ"!
Consciousness (Brahman). Tagore’s notion of collectiveness and inter-corporeality derived
from the Upanishads and other religious and philosophical texts, Tagore named the- A
educational institution Visva-Bharati that he founded on the tract of land given to hi
Debendranath Tagore, In his “Visva-Sahitya,” Ta gore asserts that the only objective of
intellect is to reach out to others. He categorises three types of interpersonal relatio
The connection of intellect 2. The connection of need and 3. The connection of joy-
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connection of intellect operates being confined to the ego. The connection of need is a
connection of self-interest. It's the connection of joy that dissolves all differences: “..there
remains no pride; we do not hesitate to give ourselves to the very small, to the weak. There
the king of Mathura [Krishna] is at his wits’ end trying to find a way to hide his royal
dignity from the lowly milkmaid of Vrindavan where the connection is that of joy, we are
not limited by the power of the intellect or the power of work: we only experience ourselves.
There remains no cover or calculation in between” (Baneriji et al. 2015: 278). Evidently,
Tagore's theory of Visva-Sahitya is built upon the philosophical idea of spiritual
cosmopolitanism. He observes that man can know himself easily in others. He can experience
himself in others: “In this way, all that manifests itself so luminously on the outside, be
that the Sun’s bright rays or the brightness of a great character or the emotion of our hearts—
whatever kindles our emotions from one moment to another, that, the heart entwines in a
creation of its own and clings to as its own. In such instances it is the heart that expresses
itself more and more concretely” (Banerji et al. 2015: 281).

The formulation of Tagore’s spiritual cosmopolitanism is closely associated with his
voyages. Tagore's travel diaries later published under titles Europe [atrir Diary (The Diary of
a Wayfarer to Europe), Paschim Jatrir Diary (The Diary of a Wayfarer to the West), and Java Jatrir
Patra (Letters of a Traveller to Java) testify to his cosmopolitanism. Disenchanted with the
nationalist discourse, Tagore set out to explore distant lands, foreign cultures as he never
wanted the freedom movements of India to emulate European nationalism. In a letter to
Nirmalakumari Mahalanobis on 15 July 1927, he wrote: “We have embarked on this pilgrimage
to see the signs of the history of India and to establish a permanent arrangement for research
in this field” (Bose 2011). In his On the Edges of Time, Rathindranath wrote: “Father was an
inveterate traveller. Even in his early life, he would not stay at home for long. He had then
to satisfy himself with moving about within the limits of India, with only two brief visits to
England” (Bose 2009:109). In 1912 Tagore commenced his oceanic voyages under the shadow
of the First World War. Beyond India, he set foot first in Burma and then voyaged to Japan.
Next, he crossed the Pacific Ocean to reach North America. From North America, he journeyed
towards the East and reached Japan. Between 1924 and 1925 he crossed the Indian Ocean
to reach Latin America in response to an invitation from the Peruvian Government. He
visited Java in 1927. He described his voice to Java as a pilgrimage in his travelogue Java
Jatrir Patra (Letters of a Traveller to Java). In 1932 he visited Iraq and Iran. In 1933 he visited
Sri Lanka. This was the final voyage I undertook beyond his country. The oceanic voyages
that Tagore undertook beyond India expanded his vision and helped him to understand
the essence of life. Besides, Tagore’s extensive study of the Upanishads and Indian
philosophical schools such as Buddhism, Jainism and so on helped him formulate his
cosmopolitan wisdom. Sugata Bose commented on Tagore’s voyage to Java: ‘Tagore’s
westward voyage in 1924-1925 had kindled an emotion that was to circumnavigate the
globe, transcending all boundaries despite the challenges of literary and cultural translation®
(Bose 2009: 245).
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David Damrosch maintains a tripartite definition of World Literature that it must e“'ibody
1. oviform refraction of national literatures; 2. Literature that goes beyond the Nationg)
boundaries through translation and 3. A mode of reading beyond time and place. When,
literary work survives the weal and tear of time and acquires the dimension of ‘classie’ i
crosses the boundaries of language, culture and continents and is presented to the world j
translations. Now the obvious challenge of translating work in a different language i o
preserve its original essence. It's difficult to retain the cultural nuances that a languga
embodies while translating a work. Raja Rao in the Foreword of Kanthapura reiterateg the
difficulty of writing a regional novel, a sthalapurana in English:

The telling has not been easy. One has to convey in a language that is not one’s owy
the spirit that is one’s own. One has to convey the various shades and omissions of 3
certain thought-movement that looks maltreated in an alien language. I use the worq
‘alien,” yet English is not really an alien language to us. Itis the language of our intellectyg]
make-up—like Sanskrit or Persian was before—but not of our emotional make-up
(Rao 1967: 31).

In Rao, the problem, though, is not that of translation, yet his level of difficulty in transcribing
his thoughts into ‘an alien language’ is conceivable. On the other hand, Spivak in Death of
Discipline (2005) uses the term “planetarity” to suggest alterity among human beings: “The
globe is on our computers. No one lives there. It allows us to think that we can aim to
control it. The planet is in the species of alterity, belonging to another system; and yet we
inhabit it, on loan” (Spivak 2005:72). The notion of alterity moves bevond the threshold of
the existing epistemological systems and embraces a broader spectrum of knowing beyond.

In a lecture on “The Literature of the Bengali People,” delivered at the annual meeting
of the Literary Council of Bengal in 1895, Rabindranath Tagore observed: “The word sahity
comes from sahit. Hence, O we find in the word sahitva the idea of union. It is not simplya
union of idea and idea, language and language, book and book: nothing except sahitya or
literature can establish deeply intimate ties between one person and another, between past
and present, between far and near. The people of a country deficient in literature havene
vital bonds to join them: they remain isolated” (Tagore 1919a: 179). Rabindranath Tagore
spoke of Visva-Sahitya in a lecture he delivered at the Jatiya Sikhsa Parishad (the National
Council for Education) in 1907 in Calcutta. Tagore used the word ‘visva’ to suggest a unitaty
body of all living organisms and the non-living objects integrally connected with the
Consciousness (Brahman). Tagore’s notion of collectiveness and inter-corporeality
from the Upanishads and other religious and philosophical texts. Tagore nan
educational institution Visva-Bharati that he founded on the tract of land given to hi
Debendranath Tagore. In his “Visva-Sahitya,” Tagore asserts that the only objective of!
intellect is to reach out to others. He categorises three types of interpersonal relat
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connection of intellect operates being confined to the ego. The connection of need is a
connection of self-interest. It's the connection of joy that dissolves all differences: “...there
remains no pride; we do not hesitate to give ourselves to the very small, to the weak. There
the king of Mathura [Krishna] is at his wits’ end trying to find a way to hide his royal
dignity from the lowly milkmaid of Vrindavan where the connection is that of joy, we are
not limited by the power of the intellect or the power of work: we only experience ourselves.
There remains no cover or calculation in between” (Baneriji et al. 2015; 278). Evidently,
Tagore’s theory of Visva-Sahitya is built upon the philosophical idea of spiritual
cosmopolitanism. He observes that man can know himself easily in others. He can experience
himself in others: “In this way, all that manifests itself so luminously on the outside, be
that the Sun’s bright rays or the brightness of a great character or the emotion of our hearts-
whatever kindles our emotions from one moment to another, that, the heart entwines in a
creation of its own and clings to as its own. In such instances it is the heart that expresses
itself more and more concretely” (Banerji et al. 2015: 281).

The formulation of Tagore’s spiritual cosmopolitanism is closely associated with his
voyages. Tagore’s travel diaries later published under titles Europe Jatrir Diary (The Diary of
a Wayfarer to Europe), Paschim Jatrir Diary (The Diary of a Wayfarer to the West), and Java Jatrir
Patra (Letters of a Traveller to Java) testify to his cosmopolitanism. Disenchanted with the
nationalist discourse, Tagore set out to explore distant lands, foreign cultures as he never
wanted the freedom movements of India to emulate European nationalism. In a letter to
Nirmalakumari Mahalanobis on 15 July 1927, he wrote: “We have embarked on this pilgrimage
to see the signs of the history of India and to establish a permanent arrangement for research
in this field” (Bose 2011). In his On the Edges of Time, Rathindranath wrote: “Father was an
inveterate traveller. Even in his early life, he would not stay at home for long. He had then
to satisfy himself with moving about within the limits of India, with only two brief visits to
England” (Bose 2009:109). In 1912 Tagore commenced his oceanic voyages under the shadow
of the First World War. Beyond India, he set foot first in Burma and then voyaged to Japan.
Next, he crossed the Pacific Ocean to reach North America. From North America, he journeyed
towards the East and reached Japan. Between 1924 and 1925 he crossed the Indian Ocean
to reach Latin America in response to an invitation from the Peruvian Government. He
visited Java in 1927. He described his voice to Java as a pilgrimage in his travelogue Java
Jatrir Patra (Letters of a Traveller to Java). In 1932 he visited Iraq and Iran. In 1933 he visited
Sri Lanka. This was the final voyage I undertook beyond his country. The oceanic voyages
that Tagore undertook beyond India expanded his vision and helped him to understand
the essence of life. Besides, Tagore’s extensive study of the Upanishads and Indian
philosophical schools such as Buddhism, Jainism and so on helped him formulate his
cosmopolitan wisdom. Sugata Bose commented on Tagore’s voyage to Java: ‘Tagore’s
westward voyage in 1924-1925 had kindled an emotion that was to circumnavigate the
globe, transcending all boundaries despite the challenges of literary and cultural translation’
(Bose 2009: 245).
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One of the most crucial elements in Tagore’s philosophy is the knowledge of altruism,
It is through self-giving that one knows oneself fully though there are hindrances such a5
pride and selfishness obstructing such altruistic dissemination (Paranjape 2018: 33). The
readiness to move beyond one’s oneself, to leave the cocoon of cogito to get mingled with
the flow of lives, the effusion of light and joy is the key to the ontological wisdom of
Visva-Sahitya:

To manifest the pride of her (of hriday-Lakshmi/heart goddess) reciprocal hospitality
she fashions her tray of offerings with many ingredients, many languages, sounds,
brushes, and blocks of stone [for carving]. In so doing, if any of her needs be served,
well and good, but often, even at their expense, she is eager to express herself. She
wants to display her lavishness even if the price is bankruptcy. Self-expression is that
department in man’s nature which is the chief site of incautious spending—it is here
that the accountant of the intellect laments over his losses, striking his forehead in
frustration (Banerji et al. 2015: 282).

Tagore’s notion of Visva-Sahitya is quite different from what Goethe proposed as Weltliteratur
or World Literature. Tagore’s philosophy is neither confined to archival heterogeneity nor
the global circulation of literature. In Tagore’s philosophy, literature is the expression of
the collective unconscious (Jung) or the feelings of Visva-Manav (the world man): “Therefore
we see the similarity between this world-samsara and the human samsara (the macrocosm
and the microcosm). God’s truth and knowledge are manifest in the work of the world,
and his joy is instantiated in the flavours of the world. It is difficult to grasp his wisdom
through work, but there is no difficulty in experiencing his joy in the rasas. Because in
these pleasures is He expressing himself” (Banerji et al. 2015:284). Tagore in his essay
distinguishes between self-interest and self-expression. Literature is the ocean of self
expression that knows no limits or boundaries. It drowns the shores of self-interest with
its rolling waves. Tagore’s speech on Visva-Sahitya has already been pointed out before,
advocates deliverance of self-expression beyond the precincts national cultural linguistic
and personal boundaries. Tagore’s visionary philosophy of Visva-Sahitya is quite different
from the idea of world literature. Stefan Hoesel-Uhlig “The Directions of Goethe’s
Weltliterature” criticises the idea of literature in the following words: at a critical juncturé
when readers look to the most compelling range of works, world literature presents 10
more than an extensive archive of dead letters (Uhlig 2004: 27). The amorphous naturé

World Literature as we understand it today leads to ambiguities among critics. Renel We“_ek
complains that World Literature is an unreliable guide because of its lexical ambiguit)
(Wellek 1970:15). World Literature is an offshoot of Comparative Literature. Visva-Sahityd
rests on interpersonal, cosmopolitan relationships. The idea is to give away oneself b
others, to disseminate one’s feelings among others. His idea is spiritual 3“‘?"3

cosmopolitan;
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Worlding Literature, Literary Cosmopolitanism and Tagore’ Visva Sahitya

AllThave wanted to say is that just as the world is not merely the sum of your plough
field, plus my plough field, plus his plough field-because to know the world that
way is only to know it with a yokel-like parochialism-similarly world literature is
not merely the sum of your writings, plus my writing, plus his writings. We generally
see literature in this limited, provincial manner. To free oneself of that regional
narrowness and resolve to see the universal being in world literature, to apprehend
such totality in every writer’s work, and to see its interconnectedness with every man’s
attempt at self-expression-that is the objective we need to pledge ourselves to (Banerji
et al. 2015: 288).

Tagore's theorisation does not encourage archival heterogeneity or the circulation
of texts beyond the boundaries of language; instead, he views literature as a collective
body, as an all-encompassing entity-a surplus that integrates the emotions of an
individual with the generosity of the world. A text is a record of one man’s integration

with the world-the macrocosm beyond himself.
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From Home to the World: Tagore and
Oceanic Voyages

Sourav Kumar Nag

falnd in the salt chuckle of rocks
with their sea pools, there was the sound
like a rumour without any echo

of History, really beginning,
—Derek Walcott, “The Sea is History” (77-80)

The true India is an idea, and not a mere geographical fact.
—Tagore to C.F. Andrews, 13 March 1921 (Bhattacharya 2012, 67)

his article investigates the various sea voyages Rabindranath Tagore

(Robindronath Thakur) undertook between 1878 and 1932 from
postcolonial perspectives. Tagore’s first trip beyond India was as a student in
1878, He was “a constant traveller in body, mind and spirit” (Richardson 2019,
358), He was one of those few Indians who did not accept radical nationalist
ideologies. His voyage to Southeast Asia in 1927 was perhaps the most
substantial of his oceanic travels. His voyages to the West were backed up by
his spiritual search for a greater India beyond the limitations of radical
nationalism, His ideas of nation and the world underline adivided heart.

For him, nationalism paved the way for internationalism and the
celebration of the universal cause of humanity and human liberation (Datta
G’u 2020, 288). Voyaging beyond the nation broadened his scope for

Wﬂ and transnational investigations. What is curious about his
Oyages is that they were not simply founded upon the template of Asianist
but moved beyond the confine to embrace a different kind of truly

universalism” at the portals of global modernity (Dasgupta

ant
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Sugata Bose in his A Hundred Horizons (2009) perceived his Voyages
through the metaphor of “pilgrimage” (Bose 2009, 233). Bose’s use of the
metaphor of tirthjatra, or pilgrimage, labels the voyages he ““dtl‘took -
something spiritually inclined. However, such labeling narrows down the
reading of his voyages to the religious and philosophical spheres, The Voyages
Tagore undertook were more than that. A close reading of his travelogues
reveals the truth. Tagore's transnational discourse was founded on his broad
worldview of the viswa or the world. In places, he is logical and purely
materialistic.

This article rests upon Tagore’s travel diaries, later published under the
titles Ewrope Jatrir Diary Vol. 1 & 11 (1891-93), Paschim Jatrir Diary (1929), and
Java Jatrir Patra (1929). Most of Tagore’s voyages were undertaken before the
Independence of India. The “postcolonial” in those voyages is anchored to his
search for universal and cosmopolitan philosophies that essentially counter
the “colonial.” What distinguishes Tagore’s postcolonial attitude from the
radical anti-imperialist and nationalist vehemence of his time is that he has
always scrutinized the varying dimensions of civilization and socio-cultural
human positions and compared them to find out the ideals of the human
condition. Moving beyond the essentials of nationalist parochialism he
viewed man as a universal being (“Visva-Manav”). The problem with Tagore
scholarship is that Tagore is read as an Indian mystic who traveled to the West
asatorchbearer of Eastern wisdom.

Though a few research articles were published on Tagore’s voyagesand
their universal dimensions, little attention has been paid to the postcolonial
aspects of those voyages. This article offers a new postcolonial perspective (0
read Tagore s oceanic voyages.

Politics of Post-Space and Postcolonial “Voyages”

The Indian Ocean has a long history of dominance, both P"e'colonial e
postcolonial. Long before European traders discovered trade routes through
the Indian Ocean, traders from Persia, Arabia, China, and India had Chmtfed
the ocean. Abundant natural wealth found in the littoral regions of the 2
Ocean was the principal factor behind the European trades. The CXPM?*
wealth found in those regions included spices, gems, oil, uranium, 85 : J
! =g K

bauxite, zinc, etc. The forests of the western ghats hadan abundaﬂ;;%

pepper and ginger. Indigo grew along India’s southeastern Cor
Coast, Diamonds were mined in many parts of India. Other cryst

B

jJay Kant
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emerald, sapphire, etc. were abundant in many regions of India
sri Lanka (Kearney 2004, 3-4).

From around the mid-18th century, the British dominance over the
. Ocean began to grow significantly and continued to grow for the next
e d years or $O; “the dramatic change” (Pearson 2003, 190) that took
hund:,egmunded British autonomy, the Dutch, and the French dominance
Pkfce on the wane. The Seven Years’ War (1756-63) marked the beginning of
befrfh Jominance (Pearson 2003, 190). British dominance was not confined to
;T;ndiaﬂ Ocean only, but it extended even beyond the littoral states. Many
major {ndian cities such as Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai became centers for

British trade in the next fifty years and many major ports in Asia and Africa

cach 8 ruby,

and

were captlll'fd by them.

Like trade, the Indian Ocean was also a passage for subaltern lives.
Numerous slaves, indentured labourers, soldiers, sailors, and indigenous
1' people were transported between Europe and the colonies of the East. The
history of colonialism is marked by the blood of the subaltern lives. The
ideologies of racism, hatred and white supremacy have been contested and
often resisted by different nationalist forces in India and other colonies of
Britain. Tagore’s voyages to many parts of Europe resonate with
cosmopolitan, humanistic goodwill.

Tagore’s Oceanic Voyages and “Postcolonial” Humanism

In 1912 Tagore commenced his oceanic voyages across the Indian Ocean
under the shadow of World War . Beyond India, he set foot first in Burma and
‘*’m\'oyaged to Japan. Next, he crossed the Pacific to reach North America,
from where he journeyed towards the East and reached Japan. In 1924-25,
T‘EOIE crossed the Indian Ocean to reach Latin America in response to an
"Nitation from the Peruvian government. He visited Java in 1927 and narrated
Eﬂ;\;ents relf'atted to his voyage to Java in his travelogue, Java Jatrir Patra (1929).

2 he visited Iraq and Iran and in 1933, Sri Lanka. This was the final
vwageheundcrtook beyond his country.

hi India’s unofficial ambassador” (Gunderson 2012, 317), Tb,gm'eheggn
Wliongli, o Oceanic voyages catapulted by disenchagme_nt wtlh’the
wofb;‘:@urse prevalent in India. He left his life ofememr e
b‘"”"’? kish wisdom and appeared on the public scene in 19
p‘%::fon got disillusioned with the radical nat -

Bengal and retired to his family mansi
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n ill health, sa
;::m& e mmﬂ;:.nﬁima, and his secretary William W, Pearson.

In his On the Edges of Time, Rathindranath wrote: “Father was an
inveterate traveler. Even in his early life, he would not stay at home for Ion&
He had then to satisfy himself with moving about within the limits of India,
with only two brief visits to England” (1979, 109). Eminent critics like Nirad C.
Chaudhuri and Uma Das Gupta have discovered the personal purposes behingd

Tagore's voyage to London.’

However, the assumption that Tagore sailed to Europe merely to
address a larger audience beyond India is hardly acceptable. Tagore perceived
his voyages as means of liberating himself from the confinement of family,
nation, and above all, selfhood: “Move like the waterfall, like the ocean waves,
like the birds at dawn, like the light at sunrise. That is why the world is so vast,
the earth so extraordinary, the sky so infinite. That is why dancing atoms and
molecules fill the universe, and countless galaxies, carrying their own tents of
lightlike wandering Bedouins at the world’s margins, traverse the sky without
knowing where they are going” (Alam and Chakravarty 2011, 764).

Even though Tagore was writing in colonial India he was aware of the
need for recognition of the colonized subject and his entry into subjectivity. In
Eolgniai ethics, the colonized is not recognized. He is “othered,” reduced to

obpcrhood" (Fanon 1956,82). What is “postcolonial” about Tagore is his
humanistic cosmopolitan attitude that made him assert that any harm to the
west also means damage to the east. Instead of taking part in radical anti-
colomall n;;::i ﬁr:o:;m&i}ts, he resto::ed the subject position of the
thew' as rWingb r;h:mm man with the Eastern—the colonizer and
> f"h"m. A :5; created by the “same God.” He asserted that
Ppassion © oppress and the struggle of the colonized 1o
transformed into 3 greater state of creative

his deep "‘lfﬂﬂ m‘:”‘:“’l’ose of his firse visit to Europe was backed upby
8rowth: “For many years 11’:;8;:“ European civilization—its current ané
dem to dive into the center of Buro 4 Digitally signed by
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velocity: restless progress in my veins” (Tagore 1891, 1). He was one of the few
[ndian intellectuals who had perceived the importance of transnational
encounters long before the rise of globalization. He felt the need for East-

encounter at the level of culture and ideas so that the “nature of the
colonial relationship wouldbe transformed” (Collins 2012, 19).

The travelogue begins with his longing for voyaging beyond the Indian
coast toward the shore of the West. However, Tagore’s wanderlust for moving
beyond the familiar spaces was catapulted by his desire to embrace the
emerging worldviews of material advancement and the European notion of
avilization. In the introductory part of the book, Tagore asserts: “[W]e are
ancient Indians. We are very tranquil. 1 feel a kind of great national
obsoleteness sometimes. When I introspect, 1 feel only tranquillity,
speculation, odium and stoicism as if we are enjoying a ceaseless recess both
within and without” (my translation) (Tagore 1891, 1). Tagore was much
oversaturated with the old ways of the world, which preferred tranquil
pastures to the mad frenzy of civilization.

Tagore compared the ascetics of ancient India to the medieval
European alchemists because the Indian ascetics were entangled in idle
meditation, tacitly rejecting the vigour and the pulse of life that offers
extremely diverse ways and means: “Their search for the spiritual e]jx?r
remained incomplete as the clarion of Western civilization invaded their
laboratories. When they entered, they found that a worn-out decrepit man
was sitting cross-legged. His body was bare and weak, and he had o
experience of what was called the Western civilization” (Tagore 1891, 4-5). Itis
evident that Tagore is critiquing the colonial invasion of culture though he
invites his fellow Indians to go and embrace the new waves of the way of the
world: “Hence, O decrepit, O ever meditative, O stoical—eirl.ler thou rise rlmd
engage thyself in political agitation or lying on o be.d_Pmc f‘ff b $
youth” (Tagore 1891, 5). Tagore’s perspective is fndusmst, optimistic oy
Pragmatic. He rejects the age-old notion that Inchla was ever the ;enzrm
Mere spiritual progression and transcendence. Taking a cue ﬁ-mn e
€pic, the Mahabharata, he asserts that the ancient culture of India was founded :
Onability, dignity, truth, and sacrifice. It wasa fast-growing world. The presen

ification of passivityandabjcctionisalaterdevelc)pment- |

In his travelogue Paschim Jatrir Diary ( 1929), Tagore W“
ecdote that shows how indifferent he was to thaPm pel
SMation in India. Once Bal GangadharTilaksentrW e - D) -
Postal order 1 visit Europe, but Tagore refuﬂ# h i

Digitally signed by
DN: C=IN, O=Pers

caed83e68af4b81f
090beb1ff17b8f1c:
Bengal, SERIALNL

6363c008d83988b
9ff3b71a7e5ad49a

Reason: your signi
a Location: your sign
Date: 2024.07.26 2

Foxit PDF Editor V




126
Indian Literature: 331

to voyage to the West on political interest. To justiﬁf his clcc.ision', he exp

in his travelogue that he was a messenger from !r,dla and. his chu‘:f aim wag ¢,
represent India as it is instead of being a political er.mssallry: “The task of
advocating India is the true vocation of mine. My chief aim is to serye
country by serving the truth” (Tagore 1929, 8). Tagore kept himself a]oqf
from the political urge of scattering nationalist ideologies; instead, pe
responded to the call of his heart. At the beginning of the travelogue, Tagore
unveils his deep longing for going beyond the familiar horizon; “The
unknown nameless she stands beyond the oceans, and I have a deep lODgingto
meether” (Tagore 1929, 2).

Sugata Bose commented on Tagore’s voyage to Java: “Tagore's
westward voyage in 1924-1925 had kindled an emotion that was to
circumnavigate the globe, transcending all boundaries despite the challenges
of literary and cultural translation” (Bose 2009, 245). Tagore’s Bengali
followers quickly established a Greater India Society in Calcutta on the eve of
his voyage to Java. Tagore took with him on this journey a small but
formidable team of intellecruals and artists, including Suniti Kumar
Chattopadhyay, Surendra Nath Kar, and Dhirendra Krishna Brahma. His Java
Jatrir Patra s a travelogue that manifests a different Rabindranath.

In _his Europe Jatrir Patra, Tagore upheld the glory of ancient India
whereas in this he glorifies the material abundance of Europe: “I don't regret
that Europe has established herself as the over lady by dominance. Europe has

influenced the space of time of all the world by the dint of scientific truth”
(Tagore 1929, 24),

':‘agore \;rrote another travelogue Parashye [In Persia] in which he, not
sk tpc;let ol Bengal, but “an acute observer of cultures” (Bose 2009, 261),
0 develop an Indo-Aryan brotherhood, He was, by then, reputed for

his fondness for Sufism. Ta i
- lagore stayed : .-
merchant named Shirazi. dyed in a garden house called Shiraz of @

e-bagh, He visited the Masjid-e-Shah and Masjid-e-Chahar-

just as

: mthel‘hl)od fo .
m‘ mlnlrﬂut mplﬂte. Ta r a greater Indla Y Digitally signed by
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ce, the exercise of will in unfolding

the wealth of beauty and we]]—being from its shy ubscurity to the light (Tagore

1922,177).

Conclusion

Itis already argued that Tagore’s perception of the whole colonial enterprise
and anti-colonial resistance in India was humanistic. The man was riore
important to him than the colonizer/ colonized binary. For him, Creation was
auniversal phenomenon. He was interested more in the meeting of the East
and West than anti-colonial agitations on the one hand and on the other, was
disgusted with the material greed of the West. Tagore’s postcolonial attitude
was based on an essential conglomeration of the scientific progress of the
West and the spiritual anchoring of the East. The union of material
knowledge of the physical world and spiritual wisdom can lead to a perfect
Crcanvc unity for the world. Tagore derived a deep understanding of the
pinitual wisdom from the Vedas and the Upanishads and of scientific
materialism from his wide-ranging travels. It is truly engaging when one reads
Fhe narratives of his oceanic voyages of the times he passed during his
Journeys and after reaching his destinations.

The material greed that led the Western conquerorsand explorers from

;he West to invade the tranquillity and peace of the colonies is justly critiqued
¥ Tagore. But his writing back is unique and unparalleled. Moving beyond
¢ Nationalist discourses of colonial India, Tagore dreamed of a universal
Totherhood that would result in collaborative and interactive cultural
# ge among different nations. Like a pantheist, he found love,
-8ration, and fellow feeling in nature and the society of men. He did not
_"¥¢in 2 God who is confined within an architectural building; instead, he
COndmm With an invisible thread of love. It should be mentioned before 1
ot b:ﬂdf the article that Tagore's longing for the East-West brotherhood was
long' ton the template of the Orientalist dream of the British Empire. His
and::g Nat humanitarian and philosophical. He was aware of the limitations
"Straints. He knew that the East and the West nurture a different moral

“Ural make-up. He wanted only to conglomerate the best parts of the

Bijay Kant
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two. In “The Centre of Indian Culture” he elucidates his philomphy of my
coaperation instead of struggle for existence. His voyages were ldm{ogi

rooted in the Adwaita Vedanta that foregrounded altruism as the true VOCatign
of life;

But already there is an indication of a change in this
brought to prove that the positive force which works at the basis
selection is the power of sympathy, the power to combine. In the

century, the message of political economy was unrestrained
twentieth, itis beginning to change into co-

view, and facts are bejy

of naty ral
nineteen

competition; jn the
operation (Tagore, 2015)."

His idea of freedom was also different from those of his contemporaries, He
believed in a collateral pattern of existence and a global human culture, He
rejected the radical nationalist agenda for political freedom in favor of
spiritual enlightenment. The voyages he unde

rtook foreground a postcol onial
attitude that rests on assimilation, reci

procation, and harmon
imperialist power politics and the radical nation
founded Visva-Bharati to usher the com
transform India into a greater India.

Y contrary to
alist agenda of India, He
munion of the world with India to
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Abstract:

Sanitation is now one of the most important aspects
of community well-being because it protects human
health, expands life span and also sccure of healthy
life. Study suggests that, Globally 946 million people
still open defecate, 2.4 million people lack access 1o
basic sunitation, 663 million lack access o basic
walter sources and diarrhea is the second leading
causc of death in children under five much of which
is preventable by clean water and sanitation
[WHO/UNICEF, IMP,2015; WHO,2017]. Present

Covid-19 scenario proved the importance of

sanitation. The term ‘Sanitation” not only became
famous in recent Gimes, even it was very much
concern on Gandhian thought also, Gandhi said
“Sanitation is more important than independence”,
this statement of Gandhiji proved that how he gave
importance on the concept of sanitation, Gandhiji a
well-known personality for frecdom struggle, mass
movement leader at pre independence period, known
as “father of a nation® but till date many of his ideas
nol revealed, samitation is one of them. In this
research paper we are trying to discuss the idea of
Gandhi’s sanitation in a brief manner.

Keywords: Sanitation, Importance, Ganddhi,
Independence, Cleanliness, Covid-19,

. Introduction:
"'The future depends on what you do today*’- M K,
Gandhi

Maohandas Karamchand Gandhi [1R86Y-
_I94H|_a lruc nationalist,a frecdom fighter, a
imperialist leader and the father of the nuu"nn
lqrgcst pgrliamcmury democracy. These are no only
his last identity, beside a mass political leader he
made significant contributions in the ficld of
dc\'_l:lapmenl and  welfare, Health,
sanitation, cleanliness are also

Gandhi's

n anli-
ol the

; hygicne,
Imporiant for him.

science, such as — Saryagraha, Nonviolence, Ram-
rajya, Trusteeship, State, Democracy elc. but till date
his idea of sanitation, cleanliness are sometimes
ignored by the researcher. Many of us don’t know
that Gandhiji gave morc importance on sanitation,
cleanliness than politics and political activitics. Once
he said ‘sanitation is  more important than
Independence” [While leading a non-violent
movement for India's indcpendence,1947] and
Cleanliness is more imponant for physical well-being
and healthy environment. In this research paper we
are trying o reveal the idea and importance of
sanilation become more relevant in present Covid-19
pandemic period. His idea of sanitation und
cleanliness is being more significant in this emerging
time. He made cleanliness and sanitation as an
integral part of the way of living. In our daily life, we
should primarily keep maintain cleanliness. His
dream was total sanitation for all, According to
Gandbhiji, it is essential for everyone to leam about
cleanliness, hygiene, sanitation and the various
discases that are caused due to paor hygienic
conditions.

Importance of Sanitation and Cleanliness in Gandhi's
life and work:

Mahatma Gandhi fought against the British
rule for political freedom of India and beside this he
also fought against the dirtiness and unhygienic
habits of people und clean environment in India. His
first wish was full-fill but his desire for s clean India
is still notachieved. e said, "1 want clean India first
and independence later”[non-vialent
movement, 1947] and further he added “so long as
you do nol take the broom and the bucket in your
hands, you cannot make your towns and citics
clean"[Bahurupi Gandhi, Seavenger, Chapter-6]. [le
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I.  Introduction

India has a long history of rural
development as we can understand only by reading
history, but in the context of rural development of
this [ndia, agriculture and cottage industries can he
given the most emphasis and development of rural
industrics along with cottage industries in rural
arcas. It probably gives importance to generation.
Employment opportunities in rural arcas especially
for the weaker section of the lower community of the
society so that they are active in impraving their
standard of living. Gandhian approach to rural
development can be characterized as idealistic in
particular, And it attaches the highest importance (o
moral values and gives the highest importance and
priority to moral values over malerial conditions,
Gandhian believed that the main source of moral
values in general is religion and it is Hinduism.
Especially scripmres like Upanishuds and Gita
Gandhiji's concept of ideal sacial system is based on
‘Ram Rajya’. Gandhi himself described the state of
Rama as sovereignly, he did not see Rama as king
and people as his subjects.In the Gandhian scheme,
Ram stood for Ishwar or the inner voice, Gandhi
believed in a democratic social system where man
wias supreme. However, their dominance is not
absolute. Itis subject to moral valyes.

Gundhian model of rural reconstruction

The principles of Gram Swaraj described
by Gandhiji  are trusteeship, Swadeshi, sell
snrﬁc_icncy‘ decentralization, full employment, labor,
cquality cte. Gandhiji's ideal village concept was a
social, : political,  economic, and educationl
dimension. Gandhiji always cmphasized an truth
an:d non- violence. In every aspeet of human life, he
said- "My Swaraj will come only whenwe all stand
together firmly believing

that our Swars) must he
won by truth, worked and

Valucs  Gandhiji's based on  rural
development are

1. If you want to see rural India, you have to go to
the village not the city.

2. Rural development will be possible only when
the villagers are not exploited by the townspeople.
According to Gandhiji the villagers were envious of
the townspeople.

1. Everyone must carn his bread or moncy by
physical labor or expenditure, and he who spends
labor must earn his living.

4. Indigenous goods, products,
institutions for indigenous use.

5. Simple living and high thinking implies the
volunlary reduction of materialisticneeds and moral
and spiritual pursuit of lifc principles.

6. Gandhiji belicved that ends and means cannot
be suslained unless there is abalance between non-
violence and truth,

principles

services and

Gandbnji's Main Elements of Rural Development

Self-sufTicient Rural Economy Gandhiji's concept of

sell-sulficiency is discussed below-
Adequacy was not a petty or narrow. He understood
that the villagers had to bring things fiom outside
the village which they could not produce. Gandhip
emphasized rural self-sufficicncy in Indie Self-
sufficiency was essentially advocated as a basic
principle of life, because dependence brings
exploitation which is the essence of violence.
Because the poor are exploited by the rich, villages
by citics and underdeveloped countries. e
suggested that the villages should be self-sutficient
because of their lack of self-sufficiency. That is they
should produce their own sutticient tood clothing and
other necessary materials. He emphasized for the
promation ol handicrufls and agriculural  work
because their basic needs are village or
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ABSTRACT

This survey aims to investigate the level of reading comprehension among learners of English as
a second language in the state of West Bengal, India. The study addresses the challenges faced
by these learners in acquiring reading skills and proposes potential strategies for improving
reading comprehension in the context of second language acquisition. A representative sample
of learners studying English as a second language in West Bengal surveyed using a
questionnaire. The data collected and analyzed quantitatively to determine the overall level of
reading comprehension and qualitatively to identify common difficulties, factors influencing
reading comprehension, and effective strategies employed by learners. The findings contribute to
a deeper understanding of the reading comprehension capabilities of second language learners
in West Bengal and provide suggestions for instructional strategies to enhance their reading skills.

Key words: Second language, Reading Skills, Language Acquisition West Bengal, Reading
strategies etc.

INTRODUCTION

West Bengal is a multilingual and diverse state in India, where people speak different languages
like Bengali, Hindi, Urdu, English, and many other regional dialects. English is considered a
crucial language in the state for professional and academic growth. However, research shows
that many second language learners in West Bengal struggle with reading comprehension. This
study aims to analyze the results of a survey of reading comprehension in second language
acquisition among learners in West Bengal to identify the common challenges and factors that
affect the development of this skill.

Reading comprehension is a fundamental skill for language learners, particularly for those
learning English as a second language (ESL). However, ESL learners often face various
challenges that hinder their reading comprehension abilities. Hence, this literature review aims to
explore the existing research on the challenges faced by ESL learners in West Bengal, India, and
the strategies employed to enhance their reading comprehension skills.

Challenges in Reading Comprehension:

Several studies have identified common difficulties encountered by ESL learners in reading

comprehension. One prevalent challenge is limited vocabulary knowledge, which impedes

learners’ ability to understand the meaning of words and comprehend texts. Additionally, sentence

structure complexity, unfamiliar cultural references, and idiomatic expressions can further

complicate the reading process (Johnson & Mears, 2008). Furthermor earners y s*"'M‘:’f,;'ﬂgegg,ggg:.y&g;g;beg

with specific reading skills, such as inference-making, understanding Kﬁnt et
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FACTORS AFFECTING TEACHING-LEARNING OF ENGLISH
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Asim Kumar Betal', Juhi Banerjee’
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ABSTRACT

This abstract aims 1o provide a bricl overview of the sigmificant factors that influence the teaching and leaming process of English as a second language (ESL). It
highlights various internal and external fictors that can greatly impact ESL education. Undenstanding these factors s crucial for educators and learners w elfectively
address potential challenges and optimize the language learming expenence,

Internal factors refer t charactenstics inherentin the learner o teacher, such as their motivation, cognitive abilities, personality traits, and prior language know ledge.
Motivation plays a vital role in language learming, as learners with high motivation tend to actively engage in the learming process and persist in face of difficulties,
Cognitive abilities, including memory. canical thinking. and problem-solving skills, contribute to the leaners” language proficiency. Moreover, individual personaliy
trants such as extroversion, openness w experience. and sel (onfidence may influence the leamners’ willingness w participate in ¢ lassroom activities and use Enghshin
real-life situations.

External factors encompass @ wide range of influences that exist outside of the individual, including cultural, social. and ensionmental aspecis. Cultural differences
may affect ESL leaners' language learming expenences, as language is interwoven with cultural norms. values. and beliefs. Social lactors, suchas peermteractions and
the attstudes of family mem bers and community towands language learming. can either lacilitate or hinder the acquisition ofEnglish as u second language, Additionally,
the learing environment, ine luding the availability of resources. teaching methods, and classroom acvibes. also plays a cructal role in the learning process

Other factors include language policies and curmculum design. which may shape the teaching and learning sirategies employed in ESL classooms. Furthermore,
technological advancements have introduced new possibilities and challenges in ESL education. The integration of lechnology, including digital tools and online
resources, offers innovative and interactive language leaming opportunities. However, issues such as access o technology and the dignal divide can create dispanues

in ESL learning expeniences

KEYWORDS: Teaching-Leamning Process, English Language. Impending Factors, Second Language Acquisition

INTRODUCTION

English has become a global language and is widely acknowledged as a means ol
communication, educanion, and social mobility. As such, the importance o ESL
education cannot be underestimated. However. the effectiveness ofESL teaching
and learming vanies across different regions. This study focuses on West Bengal,
where English is taught as a second language in schools and colleges. The
objective is to cntically assess the current state of ESL education in West Bengal
and wdenufy arcas of improvement. English is widely learned as a second
language m the state of West Bengal, India. The importance of Enghsh
proficiency has been recogmized in vanous sectors such as education, business,
and admimstration, The prenunence of Englhish i West Bengal can be attnbuted
to listorical factors such as Brtish colonal rule and the subsequent influence ot
Western education svstems.

English language teaching in West Bengal faces both challenges and
opportunities. One of the main challenges is the large number of studenis and
himited resources. Public schools often struggle w provide adequate English
language education due to the lack of trained teachers, modern teaching
materials, and infrastructure. Additonally, cultural factors and regional
languages can sometimes actas bamens w English language acquisition.

However. there are also several stralegies and mitiatives that aum W overcome
these challenges. The state government of West Bengal has implemented vanous
programs 10 improve Enghish language education. including providing traning
for teachers and developing standardized cumculum materals. Private instilutes
and language centers also play a signiticant role in offenng Englsh language
courses W students ofall ages.

Moreover, the use of technology and digital resources has revolutionized English
language leaming in West Bengal. Onhine platforms. mobile applications, and ¢-
leaming tools have made English linguage education more aceessible and
inleractive, These resources allow students o practice reading, writing,

English as a second language in West Bengal is a significant aspect of education
in the state. While there are challenges o overcome, the governmenl. private
institutions, and technological advancements are working together W provide
quality Enghsh language education and improve students’ proficiency in the
language

Significance of the Study:

This section discusses the significance of the study and its potential contributions
w the field of ESL education 1n West Bengal, It ghlights the importance of
understanding the challenges and issues faced by teschers and leamers morder o
impros ¢ the quality of ESL educaton in the region. It discussed how the findings
of the study can nform policy and cumeculum development, teacher trmmng
programs, and the selection and development of instructional mitenals
Addinonally, it has discussed the poienual impact of the study on the overall
language proficiency and communication skills o TESL learners in West Bengal
The specilic rescarch questions niay include:

- What are the main challenges faced by teachers i teaching ESL in West
Bengal?
. What are the main challenges laced by learners in scquining English as a

second language in West Bengal”?

Challenges in Teaching-Learning ESL:

It explored the challenges faced by both teachers and leamers i the ESL
classroom in West Bengal, [t will discuss factors such as himited exposure o
English vutside the classroom, lack of resources and infrastructure, and the
influence ol the mother tongue on language acquisition.

Nowadays learning the English language is very important for the students. They
join different mstitutes for learming the English language. Where the Enghsh
teachers teach the English language tw them, Teaching the English language w
non-English speakers is not an easy job for the teachers. The guality of a good
teacher is o recognize the problems and facilitate the best ever environments for

the students and encourage them to leam. The study is going w discuss all the
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Despite the challenges. the importance of English language proficiency in West
Bengal cannot be overstated. English is seen as a gateway to higher education,
employment opportumities, and global communication. In a globalized world.
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ABSTRACT

The COVID- 19 pandemic has had a mammoth impact on all spheres of human life—social, cultural,
mental, and academic—to different degrees. The current study reports the authors’ reflection on the
Indian EFL (English as a foreign language) teachers’ pedagogical challenges and opportunities on a
sudden shift towards OTL (online teaching-learning). The qualitative method used here is a content
analysis of narrative representations from 50 EFL teachers working in different schools and colleges/
universities referring to their experiences on this unforeseen teaching situation and suggestions for
improvement. In-depth analysis revealed teachers’ concerns over technical problems, lack of resources,
learner motivation, and participation in addition to online assessment. Amidst these limitations, the
participants tried to cope with this sudden shift with resilience and often with impromptu solutions—
planning, access to digital equipment, collaboration, and school policy—for improving OTL.

KEYWORDS
Challenges, COVID-19, EFL, ELT. India, Opportunities, OTL

INTRODUCTION

India is a huge country and is globally known for its ethnic and linguistic diversities. Despite having
hundreds of regional languages, English has been evolving as the lingua franca for inter-state or
intra-state communications that bring EFL (English as Foreign Language) teaching-learning to the
core curriculum in all grades starting from primary to the tertiary levels. But the pandemic outbreak
of COVID-19 has made educational principles shift from proximity to distance, from presence to
remoteness, from traditional methods to increased digitization through language apps. virtual tutoring,
video conferencing tools, or online learning software (Kundu & Bej, 2021a). This move to online
teaching and learning (OTL) has been unprecedented yet unavoidable to most EFL teachers.
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Abstract: Second language acquisition (SLA) has traditionally been a complex process, requiring significant time
and effort on the part of learners. However, recent advancements in aviificial intelligence (Al) present novel
opportunities for enhancing SLA outcomes. This article explores the current insights and future divections of using
Al technologies to augment SLA. This research paper explores the role of artificial intelligence (Al) in second
language acquisition (SLA). As Al technology continues to evolve, it presents new opportunitics 1o enhance
language learning experiences and  facilitate  effective SLA. However, challenges  related to  authenticity,
individualization, and cthical considerations must be addressed to fully leverage Al's potential in SLA. This paper
investigates the current and portential applications of Al and discusses its impact on SLA, highlighting opportunities
and potential pitfalls.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Al-based Language Learning, NLP, SLA

Article History: Received: 11 Sept- 2023 Accepted: 28 Sept- 2023: Published/Available Online: 30 Sept- 2023

Introduction

In today's globalized world. the ability to communicate effectively in multiple languages has become a
highly sought-after skill. Second language acquisition has always been a complex and challenging
process, but with recent advancements in artificial intelligence (Al), there is a growing potential to
enhance language learning experiences (Subramanian, A., et. al, 2020). This research paper aims to
explore the current insights and future directions of using Al to enhance second language acquisition. Al
has revolutionized various domains, and education is no exception. With its ability to process vast
amounts of data, adapt to individual needs, and provide real-time feedback, Al offers promising
opportunities to revolutionize language learming. The integration of Al technologies in second language
acquisition has the potential to create personalized and interactive learning environments, tailored to the
unique needs and preferences of learners. By harnessing the power of Al, intelligent tutoring systems
have emerged, capable of adapting instruction and content to individual learners. These systems analyze
learners’ performance and adapt the pace and difficulty level of the lessons, resulting in more efficient and
personalized learning experiences. The insights gained from current research reveal that intelligent
tutoring systems facilitate improved language proficiency. learner engagement. and motivation.
Furthermore, Al-powered language leaming applications incorporate speech recognition and automated
assessment capabilities. These applications offer learners the opportunity to practice speaking skills and
receive immediate feedback on their pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary usage. The availability of
these Al-powered tools outside of the traditional classroom setting has empowered learners to become
more autonomous in their language learning journey and has shown promising results in terms of fluency
and accuracy. Another exciting development in this field is the emergence of chatbot-based virtual
language tutors. These intelligent conversational agents simulate real-time interactions, providing learners
with conversational practice and immediate feedback. These chatbots create a low-pressure environment
for learners to practice and improve their language skills, contributing to enhanced speaking and listening
abilities.
Digitally signed by Bijay Kant Dubey
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THE ROLE OF SANITATION SCHEMES FOR REDUCING OPEN
DEFECATION IN SIMLAPAL BLOCK, BANKURA DISTRICT

Dr. Somenath Kar

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Onda Thana Mahavidyalaya

ABSTRACT

In view of reducing the high rate of open defecation, Government of India has adopted various schemes to reduce health hazards regarding open defecation as well as to
increase awareness; Those are- Central Rural Sanitation Programme (1986), Total Sanitation Campaign (1999), Nirmal Gram Puraskar (2003), Nirmal Bharat
Abhiyan (2012), and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (2014). Unfortunately, the campaigns have achieved limited success in changing the open defecation behavior of the
Indian population.

At Simlapal C.D. Block, an average of 10 percent of houscholds have been covered under Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) (Gramin) scheme. The level of utility of
toilets is very low throughout the study area.

KEYWORDS: Open Defecation, Swachh Bharat Mission, Simlapal C.D. Block

INTRODUCTION Data Source

India has widespread open defecation rates due to high population density, The research study has been done mainly by primary data, by collecting
poverty, low literacy rate as well as unavailability of toilets in premises, besides responses from 8177 sample households, which have been selected from 185
this in rural India, beliefs, values, and norms about purity, pollution, caste and mouzas of seven G.P.s of the C.D. Block.
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